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Fight To Save Local Farmland Gets
Personal
Is Your Backyard Next?

Local opposition continues
to grow to a proposed power
transmission line that would carve
a wide and destructive path through
productive agricultural land in
Northern California, threatening
long-time farming families and the
businesses and communities that
both depend upon and support them.
Deek and Marion Mathis,
longtime Family Water Alliance
supporters have been trying to get
answers to their questions since the
line was proposed. Questions like,
why bring renewable power from
the Pacific Northwest when we
have renewable power here? Why
run powerline along existing lines
through wildlife and farms when
there are already lines that could
be used. These and other questions
have never been fully addressed by

powerline sponsors.
The Colusa Sutter (CoSu)
Transmission Line is a proposed
500-kilovolt (kV) transmission
line that would link the CaliforniaOregon Transmission Project

(COTP) on the west
side of the Sacramento Valley, in
Colusa County, to
existing substations
in Sutter County.
It is a joint project
between
the
Western Area Power
Administration
(WAPA)
and
S a c r a m e n t o
Municipal Utility
District (SMUD),
and it’s designed to
connect California
to renewable sources
of power that are
generated in the
Pacific Northwest.
Both WAPA and
SMUD are currently
preparing a joint Environmental
Impact Statement/Environmental
Impact Report (EIS/EIR) for the
project, which is required by
both the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) and California
Environmental
Quality
Act
(CEQA). Public hearings, which
drew a wide range of opponents
from California, have already been
held. Both agencies will attempt to
address that opposition in the final
EIS/EIR, which is scheduled to be
completed next summer.
The push to build the line stems
from legislation passed by the State
Legislature and signed into law in

the fall of 2015. SB 350, authored
by then Senate President pro-Tem
Kevin de León, placed a strict
requirement upon all California
utilities to obtain half of the
electricity they pro-vide from clean,
renewable sources such as wind,
solar, geothermal, and biopower, by
2030.
Deliberately left out of the
renewable sources of power equation
is the vast amount of renew-able
electric power generated by large
hydroelectric projects, which dot the
landscape of re-source rich Northern
California. Had “large hydro” been
added to the equation, California

would easily meet the renewable
guidelines mandated by SB 350,
without the need to construct the
CoSu Line.
The California Chamber of
Commerce spotted the danger posed
by the so-called “clean energy”
mandate and rightly labeled the
effort as a job killer. Not only would
the measure have negative impacts
on business, it would also place a
terrible financial wallop on families
as the statewide organization spelled
out in one of its Alert publications.
“California’s energy price per
kilowatt hour is among the highest
in the nation and the state’s energy
Continued on page 7

Family Water Alliance
Welcomes New Faces
There have been some staff
changes since our last newsletter
and we would like to introduce you
to our new part time staff members.
David Palais a PHD geologist who
had some time between projects and

will be on staff to help with both
the research for the Sites History
Project and the Sacramento Valley
Fish Screen Program. Family Water
Alliance received funding for the
Colusa Indian Community screen
at Packer Ranch, The Butte
Creek 55 fish screen and the
Garden Highway fish screen.
Gretchen Umlof, worked
for National Marine Fisheries
and authored many of the environmental documents for the
projects we are now contracted to complete. Gretchen will
be working on our fish screen
program as well.
Most of you know Ashley
Indrieri former COO of Family Water Alliance. Ashley has
upgraded out data base, so if
you hear from us a little more
often that is why. The new upgraded system lets us contact
you by mail so if there are issues that are critical to farming we can let you know about
them. Ashley is also working
on our fundraising efforts.
Mike Urkov, with the Urkov
group is contracting with Fam-

There have been some staff changes
since our last newsletter and we would
like to introduce you to our new part
time staff members. David Palais a
PHD geologist who had some time
between projects and will be on staff to
help with both the research for the Sites
History Project and the Sacramento
Valley Fish Screen Program. Family
Water Alliance received funding for
the Colusa Indian Community screen
Dan Meier

Longtime
Anadromous
Fish Screen
Program Lead,
Dan Meier
Retires

There are many good ideas out
there about how to solve problems.
But as anyone who has worked in
government or the private sector
knows, what the problem is and
doing something about it are two
different issues. This year the issue
of fish and how to help them lost a
Continued on page 7 decades long advocate when Dan

Meier retired in May from the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service. Dan’s,
tenure as the lead for The Central
Valley Project Improvement Act
(CVPIA), Anadromous Fish Screen
Program (AFSP) contributed huge
strides in the efforts to project
juvenile anadromous fish from
entrainment in water diversions.
But he did so much more. He
built a bridge to fill a gap between
science and landowners. Working
with groups like the Family
Water Alliance, Dan was able to
bring together diverse groups to
screen agricultural diversion
to help to protect fish within the
CVPIA. Over the last twenty-four
years, the AFSP constructed fish
screens on unscreened diversions,
rehabilitated existing fish screens,
replaced existing non-functioning
fish screens, and relocated water
diversions to less fishery-sensitive
areas.
Working with partners like the
Bureau of Reclamation (BOR),
and California Department of Fish
and Wildlife, who provided a large
portion of the funding for the work
that was done, Meier was able to
fund and prioritize projects that
made the most sense for protecting
fish and while doing that, building
a coalition of people who were
committed to helping fish and
landowners. Shelly Hatleberg,
Natural Resources Specialist with
the BOR had this to say about
Dan Meier, “Dan was the most
knowledgeable, sincere, and kind
person I’ve had the pleasure of
working with. Not only did he know
the ins and outs of fish screens, but
he also knew how to work with
diverse groups of people, bringing
them together for a common
mission - to better the environment
for anadromous fish in California.
He cared deeply about fish and the
people he worked with. He was
also an advocate for furthering the
science of fish screens, working
closely with UC Davis and BOR’s
Technical Service Center to research
even more inventive ways to develop
more effective (scientifically and
financially) fish screens. I for
one will miss working with him
tremendously and I know that I am
not alone in that sentiment.”
Family Water Alliance owes a
debt of gratitude to Dan for the
efforts he put forth to not only
save fish, but family farms as
well. He will be missed. 

Sites Reservoir Project Moves Forward
by Bill Bird

The good news is the proposed
Sites Reservoir passed its first
big environmental test in front of
the California Water Commission
(CWC) this spring. The bad news is
the testing isn’t over yet, final project
scores could complicate matters
and some in the environmental
community still aren’t convinced.

water bond would cover half of
the construction costs. The other
half will be funded by the Sites
Reservoir Joint Powers Authority
(JPA), which was created in 2010.
The CWC looked closely at the
public benefit that the reservoir
would provide. Those benefits
include ecosystem improvements,

Commissioners did find enough
public benefit in the project to
award the Colusa County reservoir
with as much as $1.008 billion in
funding from the Water Storage
Investment Program (WSIP)
component of Proposition 1,
the Water Quality, Supply, and
Infrastructure Improvement Act of
2014. This is an increase of nearly
$300 million more than the CWC
initially awarded to the Sites project
last February. It also represents the
largest share of funding out of the
$2.6 billion set aside in Proposition
1 for new storage projects.
However, whether the project
receives the allotted amount is still
up for debate. The funding amount is
based upon the final score the CWC
awards to the proposed reservoir.
According to the latest figures
revealed by the CWC, the Sites
project has earned a final ranking of
61 out of a possible 100. Six other
projects that also seek funding from
the WSIP finished with a higher
ranking. The lower ranking could
result in a smaller award amount.
The proposed reservoir could
hold as much as 1.8 million acre
feet of water in the Sites Valley just
west of Maxwell, and is projected
to cost anywhere between $3.2
and $4 billion. It’s hoped that the

water quality improvements, flood
control, recreation and emergency
response. Funding for the project
is based upon the scores the CWC
awards for each benefit. Sites
JPA Chairman Fritz Durst told
commissioners about other benefits.
“It’s really important to point out

Jim Watson, Project Manager

that we can exchange surface water Manager Jim Watson. “We could
for ground water,” Durst testified. have provided more water for the
“Not only in the Sacramento Valley, environment as well as people.”
Although the CWC did increase
but also in the San Joaquin Valley.”
Supporters of the project pointed the public benefit ratio (PBR)
out other environmental benefits
Continued on page 7
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Governor’s Signature On Conservation
Bills Could Lead To Record Fines
Comedian Chris Rock once
quipped: “There are only three things
women need in life: food, water and
compliments.” Providing that second
item, at least in California, is about to
get a little tougher.
Politicians in Sacramento want
you to use less water. But, rather than
encourage home and business owners
to adopt conservation standards,
the Governor has signed a pair of
bills that could punish everyone for
using too much of California’s most
precious resource.

AB 1668 and SB 606 place new
requirements on cities and water
suppliers to adopt strict water
conservation targets. Furthermore,
the both bills appear to give the State
Water Resources Control Board and
the Department of Water Resources a
vast amount of unchecked authority,
which includes the ability to levy
fines of $1,000 per day on water
providers if conservation targets or
not met and as much as $10,000 a day
when there is a drought emergency.
The new rules would restrict
Californians from using no more
than 55-gallons
of water per day
by 2022 and have
drawn
praise
from
water
conservation
supporters and
scorn
from
numerous critics.

storage, conveyance, recycled water,
desalination and other measures
to increase the supply of water,
Sacramento politicians are now
mandating restrictions,” said Carl
DeMaio, the Chairman of Reform
California. “They are so extreme
and so out of touch with average
Californians that they are now telling
us how we should live our lives.”
The Executive Director of the
statewide Association of California
Water Agencies (ACWA) indicated
his agency had advocated for a
number of changes and amendments
designed to improve each bill, but
not all of them were accepted.

Congressman Devin Nunes
(R-Tulare), who represents two of
the largest production agriculture
counties in California, predicted the
new regulations will hurt farmers
and ranchers. In a blog posted on the
Congressman’s website, he blames
“radicals” for the decrease in water
supplies and predicts the Governor’s
mandatory water reductions will not
alleviate a looming shortage.
“Make no mistake, environmental
extremists and the Democrats who
serve their interests put us in this
situation through their misguided
legislation and their prolific
lawsuits designed to impose everstricter water limitations,” wrote
Congressman Nunes. “And by
blocking commonsense solutions in
House-passed bills such as repealing
damaging laws and approving more
water storage projects, they have
engineered a permanent water crisis.”

“Regardless, with the passage and
signing of these bills, we can now
check the box next to ’conservation
is a way of life‘ in California and take
another key step in implementing
the Governor’s California Water
Action Plan,” said ACWA Executive
But Assemblywoman Laura
“Instead of Director Tim Quinn.
Friedman
(D-Glendale), who
doing
water
authored AB 1668, told the
Sacramento Bee that Congressman
Nunes and others are spreading
“pure fiction.”
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“I wish people would stop scaring
people with this sort of thing,” she
told the Bee.
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DeMaio,
however,
isn’t
convinced. On a talk show that he
hosts on 600 KOGO NewsRadio
in San Diego, he hinted he may
organize a citizen effort to repeal
both bills, which would be similar to
a successful recall effort he helped
lead against Senator Josh Newman
in Los Angeles and Orange Counties.
“Why is it that government feels it
has a right to tell us that, no, you’re
using too much of this,” DeMaio
told KUSI TV News in San Diego.
“Are they going to say we’re using
too much oxygen next, or too much
toilet paper or too much housing?
Where does this end?” 

When Dam Removal Makes
Sense For Agriculture
By Dave Meurer
Can removing a dam ever be in
the best interest of agriculture?
After being involved in one dam
decommissioning, and now embarking on my second, I would say the
answer is a definite yes. It all depends on the specific circumstances.
(Shasta and Oroville Dams are not
going anywhere.)
But sometimes, dam removal can
be a win-win for fish and for agriculture.
My first foray into this issue came
when I worked for Congressman
Wally Herger (one of the most decidedly pro-ag members of Congress),
and a federal judge ordered the removal of the Red Bluff Diversion
Dam – a Bureau of Reclamation facility in my home town of Red Bluff.
The dam blocked migrating fish –
including endangered salmon and
green sturgeon—and the fish ladders
were not effective. The court ordered
the gates on the dam to be raised on
a date certain. A mad dash was on to
find a way to meet the needs of fish
and agriculture.
There was another way to deliver
water to the Tehama-Colusa Canal
Authority’s canal system, but it required a large fish screen, a pumping
facility, and about $200 million. The
local farmers did not have that kind
of money, so Congressman Herger
and his team scrambled – working
with the Obama Administration and
the Tehama-Colusa Canal Authority
– to come up with a federal share of
roughly $115 million. It was controversial, expensive, and a nail-biting
experience down to the last minute.
However, in the end, we got it done
– fish passage was permanently established and ag has continued.
Today, I am involved in an effort
to remove four hydropower dams on
the Klamath River. And, once again,
there is a potential benefit to ag.
Right now, the Klamath River is one
of the most severely impaired rivers
in the nation. There are many causes,
some legacy of early development

in the 1800’s. If we remove the hydropower dams, the best available
science says that we improve water
quality and conditions for fish, in addition to opening up more historic
habitat and cold water tributaries.
So what does any of this have to do
with ag?
Quite a bit. If river conditions improve, this could reduce other existing regulatory pressures on irrigated
agriculture that have been mandated to help fish. Take for example
a court’s recent order that 50,000
acre-feet of water to be held in upper Klamath Lake in case “flushing
flows” are needed this summer to address the disease process in the river. And this is not a one-time thing.
Flushing flows can be needed on an
ongoing basis because the disease is
killing endangered fish. That 50,000
acre-feet could be flowing on to ag
land in Southern Oregon and Northern California if it was not required
to treat serious water quality problems.
We also heard from leading voices
in Congress that the main reason the
broader Klamath settlement agreement – which included a now expired
water sharing pact between Tribes
and Basin irrigators – couldn’t move
forward in 2015, was inclusion of a
direct federal role in removal of the
Klamath dams. The current Klamath agreement takes that concern off
the table, and hopefully improves
the chances of positive engagement
from policymakers for a broader solution to Klamath water conflicts.
It is precisely because I care about
irrigated agriculture in the Klamath
Basin that I am making a case to
my farm friends that dam removal,
in this case, can directly benefit irrigated agriculture. The Klamath
dams are hydroelectric dams that
are not operated to store water or for
flood control. The dams are privately
owned by PacifiCorp, which has determined that decommissioning these
dams under the amended Klamath

Hydroelectric Settlement Agreement
(KHSA) means lower costs for customers than upgrading dams due to
agreement protections.
I have spoken to people over the
years who have a philosophical position that dams are always good, all
the time, no matter what. That position runs up against the harsh reality
of existing environmental laws, as
well as the possibility that dams can
be decommissioned under negotiated
settlements that can provide positive
outcomes for varied interests and
communities, including agriculture.

This is a win-win waiting to happen. We can benefit fish and ag at the
same time.
Dave Meurer worked for Congressman Wally Herger (R-CA02) for
more than 20 years. He now works
for the Klamath River Renewal
Corporation, a nonprofit that has
been tasked and funded to remove
four hydro-electric facilities on the
Klamath River. He can be reached
at dave@klamathrenewal.org or
530.941.3155 
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STATE WATER BOARDS SEEK TO CUT FLOWS
The headline in the LA Times
“Water Wars head up stream as
state considers cutbacks for
senior Central Valley Irrigation
Districts.” The State Water

Boards news announcement
that they will seek to cut flows
to both the north and south
water users to increase water
flows to help the Delta. Many

San Joaquin Valley water users
have complained that they
have been unfairly targeted
to solve problems that can
only be solved by water in the

Sacramento Valley. This leaves
many Sacramento Valley water
districts wondering if a 40%
cut in water will be in the
future for their water users.
The State Water Board
Chairwoman Felicia Marcus is
quoted in the LA Times article
as saying that the changes are
needed to “reconcile ourselves
with the natural world.” http://
w w w. l a t i m e s . c o m / l o c a l /
lanow /la-me-river-flow s20180723-story.html#
But others question if that is
a sound argument in an article
in the Modesto Bee, reporter
Mike Dunbar site several
scientists who question if it is
possible to return to the natural
state, when the water way has
been so changed over the past
century. “I always have had a
little bit of skepticism behind
the so-called ‘natural-flow’
doctrine for such an impaired,
altered system,” said Jay
Lund, a professor of watershed
sciences at UC Davis during
a symposium late last year.
He said it represents “sort of
a scientific laziness related to
the ‘fish-gotta-swim’ theory of
environmental flows, like the
more water you give them, the
more of them there are going
to be to swim.” http://amp.
modbee.com/opinion/opncolumns-blogs/mike-dunbar/
article204459984.html?__
twitter_impression=true
Says FWA board member
Mike Shannon, if we are not
careful we are going to see a
loss of most of our water along
with our water rights. The time
to get involved is now.” 

Fight To Save
Continued from page 1

efficiency standards are among the
strongest. Given the cost, upgrading
current energy efficiency standards,
while increasing the cost of energy
will make California’s businesses
less competitive.”
Although there are two proposed
transmission lines for the CoSu Line,
dubbed the Northern Corridor Study
Area and the Segment 1 Alternative,
local farmers and the Farm Bureaus
that serve both Sutter and Colusa
County remain un-convinced.
“Over 25 percent of farms in
Colusa County are under 50 acres,”
according to a statement posted on
the Colusa County Farm Bureau
web page. “Easement requirements
and loss of production capacity as
a result of the Project have the
potential to impose devastating
economic impacts to all farming
operations and the families they all
support, regardless of farm size.”
It’s not just the farmers who are
concerned. Businesses that serve
the agricultural community in both
Sutter and Colusa Counties have
serious safety issues that haven’t
been adequately addressed.
Rick Richter, who operates
Richter Aviation Inc. in Maxwell
and also farms rice and walnuts,
told Ag Alert in 2016 that he’s

worried about the safety of crop
duster pilots who service the area.
“We would like to see a greater
distance between the ground and
the lowest wire, so we can safely
fly around them,” Richter told Ag
Alert.
Statistics provided by the
National Agricultural Aviation
Administration confirm the worst
fears of Richter and others involved
in this industry. In the last 10 years,
7.2 percent of aerial application
fatalities were the result of collisions
with towers, while collisions with
power lines account for an additional
12.3 percent of the accidents and 13
percent of the reported fatalities in
the industry.
Since rice is the leading farm
commodity in both Colusa and Sutter
Counties, representing a combined
value of more than $325 million, the
concerns among both growers and
the aviation firms that serve them
appear to be valid. Rice fields are
both seeded and maintained by lowflying aircraft that require pilots
to perform a series of acrobatic
maneuvers above planting areas
from one corner to another.
“For us, says Marion Mathis, it’s
personal. This is my front yard and
the front yard of my grand children.
How much more does this family
have to give?” 

Colusa Groundwater Authority
Groundwater Sustainability Agency

100 Sunrise Blvd., Suite A | Colusa, CA 95932 | 530.458.7709

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Mary Fahey, Colusa Groundwater Authority Program Manager
Email: mfahey@countyofcolusa.com
Phone: (530) 458-0719
Date: April 27, 2018

Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) Groundwater Sustainability Planning
ATTENTION ALL USERS OF GROUNDWATER WELLS IN COLUSA, AND/OR GLENN COUNTY:
The State of California under the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) law requires all
groundwater well users to live under a Groundwater Sustainability Plan developed by Groundwater
Sustainability Agencies that must be completed by January 31, 2022. This Plan will require all groundwater
well use to be sustainable for all parts of the basins throughout California, and will potentially require meters
and records on groundwater use. Also required will be a plan for recharging the aquifers if groundwater falls
into an overdraft situation.
Development of the Groundwater Sustainability Plans by Groundwater Sustainability Agencies is just getting
underway in Colusa and Glenn Counties. Each groundwater user has the opportunity to help develop these
Plans which all users will have to live by. It would behoove all groundwater users to get involved in this
process.
Please attend Groundwater Sustainability Agency meetings and other local water management meetings
including the Colusa Groundwater Authority, Glenn Groundwater Authority, and Colusa County Groundwater
Commission meetings, and add your name to email notification lists. You can find more information and sign
up for the email lists on the websites at:
Colusa Groundwater Authority:
www.colusagroundwater.org
Contact the office: 530-458-0719 or email: mfahey@countyofcolusa.com
Glenn Groundwater Authority:
http://www.countyofglenn.net/dept/ag-commissioner/water-resources/glenn-groundwater-authority
Contact the office: 530-934-6501 or email: lhunter@countyofglenn.net
Other Groundwater Sustainability Agencies within Colusa and Glenn County include the Corning Sub-basin GSA, Glenn
County, Reclamation District 1004, Reclamation District 2106, and Western Canal Water District.
More information can also be found on the Department of Water Resources website at:
https://www.water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/SGMA-Groundwater-Management

Sites Reservoir
Continued from page 3

connected to the Sites project,
others
remain
unconvinced.
Organizations such as the Natural
Resources Defense Council, Bay
Institute, Sierra Club, California and
others remain skeptical about the
reservoir’s environmental benefits.
“The CWC must account
for all ecosystem impacts, and
that didn’t happen,” said Rachel
Zwillinger, Water Policy Advisor
for the Defenders of Wildlife. “Not
accounting for all impacts in the
PBR creates a real litigation risk for
this whole program.”
Not everyone in the environmental
community agreed with this point of
view, however. Ducks Unlimited,
the Grassland Water District and the
California Waterfowl Association
agree that the additional water

stored in Sites Reservoir would be
beneficial to local wildlife.
“This project proposes a change
in the resource management policy
and practice,” said Gary Link with
Ducks Unlimited. “This is dedicated
off-stream water for the environment
with multiple benefits for wildlife.”
Other project proponents, such
as the Sacramento Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce, California
Alliance for Jobs and the State
Building and Construction Trades
Council also spoke in favor of the
project.
Despite the good news, the
CWC isn’t done reviewing the Sites
project yet. Commissioners are
still debating issues that include
environmental value, resiliency and
implementation risk. 

Welcomes New Faces
Continued from page 2

ily Water Alliance to complete the
permitting needed for our three projects. Mike worked with Jeff Sutton
on the Red Bluff diversion and also
helped the Sites Project.
We also have a student from
UCLA working with us this summer. Richard Millers is a junior and
is a double major in economics and
astrophysics. He has been invaluable in our efforts to upgrade our
computer system.
Completing our lineup will be
Jennifer Diaz will be helping out
in the office 2 days a week along
with helping with our dinner. You
may know Jennifer from the Colusa
Farm to Fork Dinner and the Farmers Market.

We hope you enjoy the new
newsletter format and our new guest
writer Bill Bird. Bill worked for
both radio and the state legislature
for years and we are lucky to have
him as a writer for the Green Ribbon
Report. His ability to get to the heart
of an issue and his years of experience in Sacramento make for some
insightful reporting.
Included in our new format is the
ability to get the newsletter emailed
to you in a digital format. If we
don’t hear from you as we upgrade
our phone numbers and email, you
can expect a call. You can email me
at
Nadine@familywateralliance.
com to let me know if you would
like your newsletter by email. 

Tours for Sites Project
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Family Water Alliance worked would impact local farmers. Sites
with Sites JPA staff and contractors JPA board member Mary Wells
to arrange two tours of the Sites hosted the group at her home and
gave a wellreceived talk
about
why
her
family
supports the
project even
though it will
mean the loss
of their home.
The
group
also made a
visit to the
Sacramento
V a l l e y
Museum to
Water Storage Project. The Cow hear a talk from Dixie LeGrand
Creek 8th grade class from Shasta
County made water and agriculture
part of a month-long study that
ended with a presentation from the
Sites JPA staff and a tour of the
proposed project. The students had
many questions about the project,
including concerns about what
might happen to displaced people
and animals and how the project
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about the high school and what
life was like when the school was
open.
In addition to Cow Creek
Elementary School, the Colusa
Young Farmers and Ranchers
spent a day touring the dam site
and listening to Jim Watson talk
about the process so far with the
project. Sites JPA board member
Jeff Sutton from Tehama Colusa
Canal talked about how the project
will work with their irrigation
system and also meet the need for
new water supplies. Family Water
Alliance staff Nadine Bailey also
gave a presentation of the history
project with a pictures collected
from local families. 
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