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Modoc Hosts Sheepdog Nationals,
Alasdair MacRae Crowned Champion
This year the National Sheepdog
Trials were held in Modoc County
near Alturas. Where the finest
most talented sheep dogs compete
to move sheep from one field to
another through a complicated set
of moves that include the separation
of a specific sheep from the herd.
The Trials like farm to fork dinners
are an important part of promoting
and sharing what it takes to work
and produce products for the public
in a society that often forgets where
their food comes from.

Travel to the corner of California
gives you a view some of the most
beautiful scenery in the state and
a glimpse of everything from farm
land to high desert. The drive begins
with a winding drive up Little Cow
and Cedar Creek until you begin
a series of climbs, the first up the
Hatchet Mountain to Burney and
then another steep climb up to the
Fall River Valley, until you feel

like at the next turn out you might
be able to see to Sacramento and
beyond. You drive through the
last the eruption of the Mt. Lassen
Volcano and past acres of strawberry
and hay fields, farms and then the
high desert replaces the hustle and
bustle of interstate five with a calm
isolation that only the Modoc Platea
can offer. The drive to where the
trials are held takes you past the
historic Miles Hotel in Alturas,
that has been restored to its former
glory. Then a left turn out to the
foot of the Warner Mountains and

Coe displayed
her western art
and a dinner
dance hall, where
several events
were hosted.

While
the
scenery
was
beautiful, the
dogs were a saga
unto themselves.
To watch them herd was poetry in
motion, as they moved the sheep
over an area as big as three football
fields to the sharp whistle or
command, into
the pens closer
to the crowd.
As the trials
commenced the
dogs in waiting
stayed as still
as church mice
watching their
brethren’s every
move. Like a
Wimbledon
where volunteers have set up a small tennis match
village to welcome the hundreds audience, they
of people who have come from moved their heads in time with
as far away as Kingston Ontario the sheep, silently witnessing the
Canada to participate. While some procession and waiting their turn.
attendees stayed in Alturas and at
the Cockrell’s High Desert Lodging,
This year’s National Open
many brought campers and camped Champion winner was Alasdair
near the event where several large MacRae. He was originally from
tents were set up to serve as art Scotland but has lived in the US
galleries, where artist like Valerie for over 20 years. He has won the

Nationals 13 times and also
won the International in the
United Kingdom. This was
the 7th time Modoc County
hosted the Finals starting in
1997. This will be the last
time hosting for this group,
but they are sure that the
Nevada group will do a
great job as well.
Events like this one
serve an important purpose. As
the number of people employed
in agriculture continues to decline,
these events open a window to a

world that many people will never
see. The love of a shepard for the
dogs and animals they work with
shines as bright as the talent of the
animals. It was a pleasure to capture
these photos and get to see these
amazing dogs and their handlers
work. 
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WaterFix or WaterFarce? Fate of Proposed Delta
Tunnels Rests with Obscure State Agency
by Bill Bird

Turlock, finds himself front and center in the debate over WaterFix, the
controversial project to build two
large, four-story tall tunnels to siphon
water from the
Sacramento-San
Joaquin
Delta
and send it south
towards
intake
stations located
near Tracy for the
State Water ProjDI V
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The pressure is on and the clock is
ticking for Randy Fiorini. The managing partner for Fiorini Ranch, a tree
fruit and wine grape farm located in
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in 2014 and later reappointed to the
position by Governor Brown. Fiorini
and the six others who serve on the
DSC will soon rule on the fate of the
Certification of Consistency issued by
the CA Department of Water Resources (DWR) in support of the WaterFix
project. The Delta Reform Act requires
that any project that attempts to take
or divert Delta water supplies certify
through a Consistency Determination
that the project is consistent with the
co-equal goals identified in the Delta
Reform Act. Many government agencies, environmental organizations and
Delta landowners have filed appeals
with the DSC to reject DWR’s Certification of Consistency.
“I now acknowledge that we have
received a tremendous amount of information from the parties and the
speakers through the proceedings today,” said Fiorini during a hearing
held last month in Sacramento on the
Certification of Consistency issued by
DWR. “Much of the information is
highly technical, and it’s going to take
the (DSC) some time to give it proper
consideration before making a decision on the appeals.
Should the DSC reject the recommendation by DWR to move forward
with WaterFix, the project could be
delayed by a number of years, scuttled
or tied up in court legal battles for decades. That’s why last month’s hearing

brought so many WaterFix proponents
and opponents together in the same
room.
Approved by the State Legislature in
2009, the Delta Reform Act (SBX7 1)
mandated the following rules:
• Achieve the two coequal goals of providing a more reliable water supply for
California and protecting, restoring,
and enhancing the Delta ecosystem.
(They) shall be achieved in a manner
that protects and enhances the unique
cultural, recreational, natural resource,
and agricultural values of the Delta as
an evolving place.
• Protect, maintain, and, where possible, enhance and restore the overall
quality of the Delta environment, including, but not limited to, agriculture,
wildlife habitat, and recreational activities.
• Ensure orderly, balanced conservation and development of Delta land
resources.
• Improve flood protection by structural and nonstructural means to ensure an increased level of public health
and safety.
Assembly member Jim Frazier
(D-Discovery Bay), who represents
the 11th Assembly District covering
a number of Delta communities, has
been a harsh critic of both DWR and
the WaterFix effort. He’s asking the
DSC to do the right thing for the communities he represents and rule against
the Certification of Consistency.
“We cannot wait until shovels are
in the ground to realize that vague
assurances will not serve in place of
concrete and binding commitments to
reduce reliance on the Delta,” Frazier
said in a news release issued by his office. “The Delta Stewardship Council
must reject the Certification of Consistency for WaterFix to protect the Delta,
its residents, and the co-equal goals.”
The position taken by Assemblyman Frazier, however, puts him at
odds with both Governor Brown and
the Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California. Metropolitan’s
Assistant General Manager, Roger
Patterson, reminded DSC committee
members during the hearing that his
agency was a key supporter of the legislation that created both the DSC and
the Delta Plan in 2009.
“The Legislature recognized in
the Delta Reform Act of 2009 that we
needed new water conveyance infrastructure in the Delta, and that was critical to achieving the co-equal goals,”
Patterson testified. “No reliability
strategy can be successful without the
infrastructure necessary to capture
Continued on page 3

Water Fix

Continued from page 2

flows during wet periods of time in the
Sierra Nevada (range). WaterFix will
allow us to meet the needs of our 19
million residents and the trillion-dollar
economy of Southern California.”
Jeremy Smith reminded the DSC
that additional water supplies mean additional job opportunities for California. He testified on behalf of the State
Building and Construction Trades
Council in California representing
450,000 construction trade workers.
“Without a reliable water supply
identified, it’s possible that (existing)
state law might not allow new construction to move forward,” Smith testified. “The construction economy of
our state and the economic benefit it
provides to the California economy is
critical to the livelihood of the 450,000
construction workers and their families
that we represent.”
Although there have been many arguments both for and against the WaterFix project through the years, the
DSC is only concerned if the project
violates or complies with the vision
spelled out in the Delta Reform Act.
San Joaquin County Supervisor Kathy
Miller argued that removing even more
water from the Delta does not comply
with stated intention of protecting or
enhancing region.
“The Delta is not a mere conduit in
a statewide plumbing system, though
some project proponents talk as if it
were,” Miller testified. “The Delta is
much more.”
Dan Bacher is editor of the Fish Sniffer
magazine and has been writing about
water issues for a myriad of other publications for the past 30-years. He questions whether the diversion of more
Delta water will really accomplish any
of the environmental goals stated in
the Delta Plan. His testimony before
the DSC was more of a challenge.
“Point to one example in world or
U.S. history where a project that has
taken more water out of a river or estuary has resulted in a restoration of that
river or estuary,” Bacher said.
The DSC is expected to make a
final decision on the appeals during a
scheduled hearing this December..

After this article was written, Staff
serving with the Delta Stewardship
Council weighed in on the proposed California WaterFix project
after this article was written and
submitted to the printer. They have
concluded that “substantial evidence does not exist in the record to
support the Department (of Water
Resources or DWR) findings that
California WaterFix is consistent
with the Delta Plan. Staff further
recommends that the Council remand the matter to (DWR) for reconsideration.”

Property Rights Case Heard at the
Supreme Court by Ashley Indrieri
Property Rights Case Heard at the
Supreme Court
A case was recently argued at the
Supreme Court of the United States
that will have consequences for rural
landowners across the United States.
In early October, the Court heard
oral argument in Weyerhaeuser Co.
v. U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service,
a case the centers on the federal
government’s decision to designate
over 1,500 acres of private property
in Louisiana as critical habitat for
the Mississippi Gopher Frog. The
land in question in this case is not
suitable habitat for the species and
the landowner would have to modify
the land for the species to even be
able to survive there.
Designating critical habitat is an
important part of the Endangered
Species Act (ESA).
Federal
authorities often designate the largest
swath of land they feel is “necessary”
to protect the species. But in the case
in Louisiana, the species has not lived
there and cannot live there. It’s a
clear case of government overreach,
but the real implications will be felt

by private landowners across the Gopher Frog, which does not live
county if the federal government in the state of Louisiana and cannot
is allowed to get away with this survive on the property that was
irrational scheme.
designated. And second, whether
For decades, the ESA has been the government’s decision not to
wielded as a weapon against private exclude this private property, is even
landowners to limit development reviewable in court.
and deprive Americans of their
This is a case the Family Water
constitutionally protected private Alliance has watched for the last
property rights. The attorneys at decade as it has progressed all the
Pacific Legal Foundation are way to the Supreme Court. We are
representing the landowners in this hopeful for a decision that protects
case and PLF is one of the premiere private property rights and restores
property rights organizations in the balance to the ESA. 
county.
When this case was argued there
were only eight justices on the court
so the case may end
up being reargued.
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Colusa/Sutter Transmission
Line Still Progressing

PARCELS AFFECTED
COLUSA
APN
014-090-002-000
014-090-022-000
014-090-026-000
014-090-027-000
014-090-035-000
014-090-059-000
014-090-060-000
014-090-061-000
014-190-011-000
014-190-012-000

014-190-022-000
014-190-023-000
014-190-024-000
014-190-040-000
014-190-041-000
014-190-044-000
014-190-045-000
014-190-055-000
014-190-056-000
014-190-057-000
014-190-063-000
014-190-064-000
014-200-017-000
014-200-020-000
014-200-022-000
014-200-035-000
014-200-036-000

014-200-040-000
014-200-052-000
014-200-053-000
014-200-054-000
014-280-009-000
014-280-017-000
014-280-018-000
014-280-023-000
014-280-038-000
014-290-015-000
014-290-016-000
014-290-026-000
014-290-027-000
014-290-028-000
014-290-029-000
014-290-030-000
014-290-031-000

014-290-037-000
014-290-053-000
014-290-054-000
014-300-002-000
014-300-017-000
014-300-026-000
014-300-029-000
014-300-035-000
014-300-036-000
014-300-037-000
014-300-041-000
014-300-045-000
014-300-047-000
014-300-048-000
014-300-050-000
015-110-009-000
015-110-016-000

015-110-021-000
015-110-023-000
015-110-024-000
015-110-025-000
015-110-026-000
015-110-031-000
015-110-032-000
015-110-033-000
015-340-025-000
015-340-036-000
015-390-005-000
015-390-006-000
015-390-009-000
015-390-014-000
015-390-020-000
015-390-022-000
015-390-024-000

015-390-025-000
017-020-006-000
017-020-007-000
017-020-011-000
017-020-015-000
017-020-016-000
017-020-024-000
017-020-026-000
017-020-027-000
017-030-100-000
017-030-079-000
017-030-091-000
017-030-097-000
017-030-101-000

017-040-043-000
017-040-034-000
017-040-031-000
017-040-048-000
017-070-020-000
017-070-031-000
017-070-032-000
017-070-033-000
014-300-049-000
015-110-034-000
017-030-099-000
017-030-102-000
017-040-030-000
017-040-033-000

017-040-035-000
017-040-036-000
017-040-037-000
017-040-038-000
017-040-039-000
017-040-042-000
017-040-047-000
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3 Things you
can do to
make sure
your voice is
heard
1. Check this map to see if
your property is in the powerline path. This is the latest
map and we want to make
sure you know if you are in
the path.
2. Email me at nadine@
familywaterallince.com to
let us know you want to be
informed if something new
happens.
3. If your property is in or
near the proposed project,
you will be notified about a
few upcoming meetings in
Maxwell to outline our strategy to STOP this devastating
project. We hope you can attend as your help and participation in attending SMUD
Board meetings and writing
letters will be instrumental to
our success.
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PARCELS AFFECTED
SUTTER
APN

13-010-017
13-010-016
13-070-084
13-070-083
13-010-018
13-010-007

13-070-057
13-010-015
13-010-025
13-070-060
13-070-010
13-010-012
13-140-043
13-140-044

13-140-045
13-140-088
13-140-022
13-140-089
13-140-087
13-140-083
13-140-050
13-140-050

13-070-077
13-070-078
13-070-079
13-140-046
13-140-041
13-140-042
13-140-069
13-010-013

13-010-052
13-080-036
13-080-035
13-080-048
13-140-072
13-080-027
13-080-042
13-140-083

13-140-001
13-080-043
13-080-028
13-070-056
13-070-049
13-070-069
13-070-077
13-070-096

13-070-011
13-010-014
13-270-036
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President Takes Action to Spur
Shasta Dam Project

drilling holes on top of and on both sides of
the dam to determine if it is strong enough
to withstand the additional height.

by Bill Bird

President Trump’s signature on a
Presidential Memorandum to Promote the
Reliable Supply and Delivery of Water
in the West could provide a monumental
boost for efforts to raise the height of the
Shasta Dam, and lead to its completion
much faster than anyone ever anticipated.
That’s the promise from Administration
officials who took part in the recent signing
ceremony at the Fairmont Scottsdale
Princess Palomino Conference Center in
Scottsdale, AZ. According to promises
from President Trump, “this will be done
within a record period of time. Nobody
will ever see anything like this.”
The action taken by President Trump
follows an announcement by the U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) last June
that the agency plans to award construction
contracts for the Shasta Dam project next
year. The hotly debated proposal to raise
Shasta Dam by more than 18-feet would
allow the reservoir to store another 600,000
acre feet of water, but would also swamp
homes, business, roads and bridges in the
affected area.
“I want to thank the President, because
this is just another campaign promise
he’s keeping,” said Congressman and
House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy
(R-Bakersfield), who attended the
President’s signing ceremony on October
19th. “This will streamline. This will bring
more water not only to Washington and
Oregon, but throughout the Central Valley.”

Shasta Lake is the linchpin of the Central
Valley Project, a federal water management
project first devised in 1933 to protect
Northern California from serious and
devastating floods and to provide irrigation
and drinking water supplies to the rest of
California. Of the 20 dams and reservoirs
that make up the CVP, Shasta Lake is the
largest, holding up to more than 4.5 million
acre feet of water. It is California’s third
largest body of water, behind Lake Tahoe
and the Salton Sea.
President Trump stated his support for
additional water storage in California and
his support for the agriculture industry
in general during the 2016 campaign.
Farmers, he complained, were often forced
to endure costly, burdensome and unwise
regulations that were bad for growers and
consumers alike.
“Whether through excessive landuse restrictions that impact farmers and
ranchers, environmental requirements that
impose enormous costs on farmers, or
over-reaching food product regulations,
federal regulatory burdens have increased
dramatically in recent years,” Trump told
Penton Agriculture before the election.
“This must change.”
The cost of raising Shasta Dam has been
estimated at $1.4 billion, and Congress
allocated $20 million to the project earlier
this year. According to a report in the
Redding Record Searchlight, construction
work is already underway. A USBR crew is

Don Bader, the USBR’s area manager,
told the Record Searchlight that the crew
plans to drill nearly 70 holes in the dam
and they are also drilling into the bedrock
beneath the dam itself.
“They’re finding out the concrete is
very hard,” Bader told Searchlight reporter
Damon Arthur.
The USBR is also in the process of
notifying home and business owners who
are in the path of the expansion project and
could see homes and businesses flooded as
a result. That was the focus of a community
meeting that the USBR hosted in Lakeport
earlier in October. The Record Searchlight
later reported that 130 private property
owners around Shasta Lake could be forced
to move due to rising waters from the
expansion project.
That development has drawn the
concern of Congressman Doug LaMalfa
(R-Richvale), who supports raising the
dam, but also represents the concerns and
interests of home and business owners
who may be forced to move. He wants to
ensure that the federal government buys
the needed property at fair market value,
or moves them to higher ground above the
new lake level.
“On the raise of Shasta Dam what
I’ve listened to is the locals say that if this
happens please look for our interests,”
Congressman LaMalfa said at a recent
debate.

PEARSON REALTY
Proudly Serving The North Valley For Over 30 Years
Call us for any agricultural, residential, and commercial real estate needs.
We are here to serve you, our customers.
550 Market Street
Colusa, CA 95932
(530) 458-7788 Office
(530) 458-2301 FAX
www.pearsonrealtycolusa.com
Pearsonrealty4U@yahoo.com

Your Satisfaction Is Our Goal.
6

Margie Reynoso
Melvina Tarr
Penny Holt
Adrienne Morris & Mark Morris - Owners
ng
supporti
Proudly ter Alliance
Wa
Family e 2008
sinc

Federal efforts to expedite the Shasta
Dam project come as welcome news to
Northern California Congressman Tom
McClintock (R-Elk Grove), who previously
served in the California State Legislature
and often found himself on the wrong side
of the fight against state laws that stifled the
development of water resources.
“Water shortages are our fault,”
said McClintock, who also attended the
President’s signing ceremony. “The actions
by this (Trump) administration, and the
bills that have been passed out of the
House, move us back toward an era of
abundance as the cornerstone of our water
and power policy, rather than the scarcity
and rationing that two generations of bad
laws and bad regulations have imposed on
one of the most water-rich regions of the
country.”
The California Farm Bureau, Western
Growers, Family Farm Alliance, and
California Farm Water Coalition concurred
with Congressman McClintock’s support
of the memorandum in release issued by all
three agencies.
“This action will also help address water
shortages that have occurred across the West
as the result of federal regulations overseen
by multiple agencies. It offers hope to
farmers and ranchers served by federal
water projects in the Pacific Northwest,
including the Columbia Basin and the
Klamath Basin. The president’s order
places the responsibility of operating the
federal water projects with the Department
of the Interior, to be supported by the
National Marine Fisheries Service and the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.”
President Trump’s order to expedite
the Shasta Dam project does not, however,
remove opposition to the project. Several
organizations remain staunchly opposed
and that includes the California Natural
Resources Agency.
Secretary John Laird stated the agency’s
opposition to raising the dam in a letter sent
to California’s congressional delegation
last March, urging them to not support or
pursue the enlargement project:
“As you may be aware, the Shasta
Dam enlargement project would violate
California law due to the adverse impacts
that project may have on the McCloud
River and its fishery. California Public
Resources Code section 5093.542 generally
prohibits state agencies and departments
from assisting in any way ‘“in the planning
or construction of any dam, reservoir,
diversion, or other water impoundment
facility that could have an adverse effect on
the free-flowing condition of the McCloud
River, or on its wild trout fishery.”’
The Winnemen Wintu Tribe, which
once lived along the McCloud River, is
also opposed to raising the height of Shasta
Dam as is Cal Trout, Friends of the River
and other organizations committed to
preserving the environment. 

Groundwater Decision Impacts
Farmers and Ranchers
By Ashley Indrieri

A landmark court ruling in the Siskiyou County groundwater case will
force farmers and ranchers to stop
pumping groundwater during dry
times. The most recent ruling accelerates prior court rulings and greatly
expands the legal theory of public
trust to groundwater. This decision
forces local governments to regulate
groundwater usage when it can impact adjacent rivers.

ter pumping was causing portions
of the Scott River to nearly go dry
during hot summer months and impacted endangered fish populations.
The ruling will have a huge impact
The August 29th ruling by the Third to wine grape growers near the RusDistrict Court of Appeals centered sian River and many other farmers
on the Scott River in Siskiyou Coun- and ranchers, across that state, who
ty. The Environmental Law Foun- use groundwater when surface water
dation claimed that local groundwa- supplies are unavailable. Ground-

water is often a lifeline for growers
during dry water years to protect
their investment. A recent Public
Policy Institute of California study
cites that groundwater makes up 40
percent of the water for California
cities and farms. This decision will
exacerbate water restrictions for cities and farms during dry times.
Continued on page 8
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Groundwater

Continued from page 7

California has been grappling with groundwater issues for the last decade and many
have pro actively adopted local groundwater plan to deal with “critically over-drafted” basins. As with most California water
issues the courts have weighed in and further restricted the use of water to those that
grow the food that feeds the nation. Time
will tell when the real impacts of this decision will be felt by farmers and ranchers in
California, but it is evidence that California
water wars continue to wage on in California courts. 
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