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2019 Annual Dinner a Success
A record crowd gathered in to the victims of the fire. The
November for the annual Hot print was sold and donated back
Cajun Night dinner.
to the fund three times. Later
in the evening when the gun
safe keys were being tested
(bidders vie to win a key to
open safe and 10 are sold) it
was apparent that the last key
was the winner, that winner
offered to sell his key and did.
That winner donated the safe
he won to the fund. Together
$3100.00 was raised and sent
to North Valley Community
Foundation to help with the
recovery.
The dinner is the primary
fund-raiser for the Family
Water Alliance and many of
Chef Tom Indrieri served up the
traditional hot Cajun rice with a
sauce of crab and shrimp from
our friends at Cato Fisheries. The
relationship between farmers and
fishermen has been a hallmark
of the dinner highlighting, the
relationship that Family Water
Alliance has had with the fishing
industry for the last two decades.
This year’s dinner attendee’s
paid tribute to the victims of the
deadly Camp Fire, by bidding
on canvas print of the historic
covered bridge in Chico that was
destroyed by the fire. The Camp
Fire damage was so extensive
and impacted so many people
that the FWA board decided to
donate a portion of the auction

Lots of help from Maxwell FBL and Colusa FFA

Commodity raffle basket always a popular event

our programs depend on
the efforts of volunteers
and sponsors. Their
efforts to support this
dinner make it the
successful event it is.
This event enables
Family Water Alliance
to be the voice for
family farms. Plans are
already underway for
next years dinner that
will be on November
16, 2019. Please note
that the dinner is a
week earlier this year
due to the late date of
Thanksgiving. If you
would like to donate or
help with next auction,
please let us know. 
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The Indestructible California Water Tax
by Bill Bird

What has more lives than a cat
and is tougher to kill than a vampire? An attempt by California politicians to raise or impose drinking
water taxes on every Californian,
regardless of where you live in the
Golden State. At least you can kill a
vampire with a well-placed stake!
New California Governor Gavin
Newsom is responsible for resurrecting a near exact copy of a proposed water tax that the Legislature
never acted upon last year, despite
the insistence of former Governor
Jerry Brown. Brown may have departed Sacramento after he was
termed out of office, but Governor
Newsom appears to ready to pick up
where his predecessor left off.
The Governor announced his intentions to revive the tax effort during a January 11th tour to the Central Valley with his staff in tow.

nor tweeted. “Our first stop: we met
with residents who cannot drink or
bathe with the water in their homes,
while paying more for it than those
in Beverly Hills.”
The Governor’s proposed budget for the coming fiscal year would
confirm the details. In the section
earmarked as the “Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund,” the
Governor’s budget conveyed the
following message: “Establish a
new special fund, with a dedicated
funding source from new water,
fertilizer, and dairy fees, to enable
the State Water Resources Control
Board to assist communities, particularly disadvantaged communities, in paying for the short-term and
long-term costs of obtaining access
to safe and affordable drinking water.”

The Governor’s Proposed Budget confirms his plan is nearly a du“Took my Cabinet on a surprise plicate copy of a proposed water tax
trip to the Central Valley to hear di- that failed to gain traction last year
rectly from folks who lack access to following the recall of State Senaaffordable, clean water,” the Gover- tor Josh Newman in June and a suc-
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City Councilman who organized
and championed the recall of former
Senator Newman and also helped
qualify the Gas Tax Repeal Initiative Campaign that was ultimately
SB 623, authored by Senator Bill unsuccessful. He warned his supMonning (D-Carmel) served as last porters last year that the drinking
year’s vehicle for the tax that Gov- water tax could be revived.
ernor Newsom has now revived.
“If Proposition 6 fails, they (the
The “Safe and Affordable Drinking
Water Fund” of 2018 would have Legislature) will certainly be confiimposed water, fertilizer and dairy dent again about passing this water
taxes to fund safe drinking wa- tax,” DeMaio told Family Water Alter programs. Monthly water bills liance.
for the average Californian would
The Governor’s water tax prohave gone up by $11.40 per year for
drinking water. Farmers would have posal has put him at odds with the
been forced to contribute through Association of California Water
taxes on fertilizer products, plus ad- Agencies (ACWA) and a host of
ditional taxes placed on dairy farm- other organizations. ACWA successfully battled against Governor
ers.
Brown against the tax, and is ready
It’s estimated the measure would for another fight this year.
have generated up to $110 million
“The vast majority of the state’s
per year, a funding stream that the
author argued was necessary “to residents have access to safe drinkensure that disadvantaged commu- ing water, but a small percentage of
nities have access to clean, safe, af- the population does not,” said Cindy
Tuck, ACWA’s Deputy Executive
fordable, drinking water.”
Director for Government RelaThe move to resurrect and tions. “This unacceptable reality is
breathe new life into the proposed a social issue for the State of Caliwater tax comes as no surprise to fornia. ACWA believes that making
Carl DeMaio, a former San Diego access to safe drinking water for
all Californians
should be a top
priority for the
State. However,
a statewide water tax is highly
problematic and
is not necessary
when alternative funding slutions exist and
the state has a
huge
budget
surplus.”
cessful effort to place a proposed
repeal of higher gas and car taxes on
the November ballot. That measure
would eventually fail at the polls.

It’s that budget surplus, and
the Rainy Day
Fund that the
Cont. on page 11

BOR Report on Dam Removal Sparks Hope
for Klamath Basin Farmers
by Dave Meurer

Those who have been following or
participating in the decades-long water
conflicts in the Klamath River Basin
might have different views on what
dam removal – specifically, removal
of the four PacifiCorp hydroelectric
dams – has to do with agriculture in
the Upper Basin.
Certainly, the relationship isn’t
simple and it’s changed over time.
But a report released last summer by
the Bureau of Reclamation is leading
some Basin farmers to believe that
dam removal may have something
big to offer farmers and ranchers who
rely on irrigation flows from Upper
Klamath Lake. Dam removal could
free up more water for farmers. And
that has some farmers cheering the
efforts of the Klamath River Renewal
Corporation (KRRC), the organization
tasked with undamming the Klamath
River.
A recent article in the Capital Press
(a respected ag journal) featured this
paragraph:
Tracey Liskey, owner of Liskey
Farms in Klamath Falls and a former
member of the Oregon Board of
Agriculture, said he and other farmers
in the Klamath Project are anxious
to see dam removal go forward, so
the ESA might loosen its grip on the
region.
“Agriculture is behind trying to
save the fish, so we can get more
water,” Liskey said. “Hopefully we’ll
have more salmon than we know what
to do with.”
By way of background, the four
lower Klamath dams are hydroelectric
dams which aren’t operated to manage
irrigation flows or for flood control.
Zero water from the four reservoirs is
diverted to farms or ranches. Thus,
removal of these dams has never
posed a risk to irrigated agriculture in
the Basin. The Bureau of Reclamation
(BOR) will continue to manage
irrigation water through the Link and
Keno dams upstream. KRRC is not
touching any dam that stores ag water.
But “no harm” isn’t the same as
a “benefit.” Just a few years ago, a

broad Klamath Settlement comprised
three agreements, the Klamath
Hydroelectric Settlement Agreement
(KHSA), which was primarily about
dam removal, the Klamath Basin
Restoration Agreement, and the
Upper Klamath Basin Comprehensive
Agreement. A number of farm groups,
including the Klamath Water Users
Association, the Upper Klamath Water
Users Association, and the Klamath
Irrigation District, supported the
combined settlement package because
it provided for more water certainty
(limited exercise of tribal rights),
reduced endangered species regulatory
risk, and ensured competitive irrigation
power rates. Congress failed to enact
these agreements. But the status quo
was not an option for PacifiCorp,
the owner of the dams. The Utility
faced a decision: would it seek a new
license to operate the hydropower
facilities, or enter into an agreement
that included decommissioning them?
Obtaining a new license would
require the huge expense of building
fish ladders, among other things.

PacifiCorp and other stakeholders threatened, BOR must take certain
agreed to a deal that provides cost actions to help protect them. This
certainty to PacifiCorp customers, can limit the quantities of water that
liability protection for the Utility, and BOR has available for farmers. Thus,
transferring ownership of the hydro the health of the river and its fish and
project to another party – the KRRC the health of the Upper Basin farm
– which would perform removal economy are intrinsically linked.
Poor water quality (characterized
of the dams. The amended KHSA
doesn’t have the same provisions for by warm summer water temperatures),
agriculture that the comprehensive poor pH, and low dissolved oxygen,
agreements did, and understandably, negatively impact fish health and
breeding success. Warm, stagnant
many farmers felt left out.
But dam removal and river reservoir waters contribute to algae
restoration may still provide real, blooms, which further degrade water
concrete benefits to farmers. Here’s quality and harm species. Dams
Continued on page 11
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Navigating Changes in Ground Water Rules
On September 16, 2014, former Governor Jerry Brown signed into law
three mutually complimentary bills collectively known as the Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). Many people with any interest
or involvement with water in California have become generally familiar
with requirements of the relatively new law and the underlying principal
it promotes of local control. Fewer have recognized the unprecedented
level of local control (and perhaps more important, enforcement) SGMA’s
Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSA) have been granted under the
Act. Some examples include:

require that the owner or operator of a groundwater extraction facility
within its management area file an annual statement setting forth the total
extraction in acre-feet of groundwater from the facility during the previous water year (Water Code §10725.8)

• A groundwater sustainability agency may perform any act necessary or
proper to carry out the purposes of SGMA (Water Code §10725.2).

These are by no means an exhaustive list of the powers granted to the
GSAs nor is it an attempt to judge the issuance of those powers. The
purpose is to inform anyone affected by the new groundwater sustainability regulations. It is at least, an encouragement to you to take the time
now to learn the responsibilities you have, and the obligations entrusted to
those responsible, for implementing the goals of sustainable groundwater
management in the state.

• A GSA may conduct an investigation for the purposes of SGMA, including, but not limited to, investigations for (1) determining the need
for groundwater management, (2) preparing and adopting a groundwater
sustainability plan and implementing rules and regulations, (3) proposing
and updating fees and, (4) monitoring compliance and enforcement (Water
Code §10725.4).

One more thing that may be relevant for you. SGMA does nothing to
change the permitting responsibilities or processes for those planning
construction, modification, or abandonment of groundwater wells. If you
are planning those activities, you should follow the same processes you
have always followed, checking with your County for the proper permit(s)
to file.

• In connection with an investigation, a GSA may inspect the property or
facilities of a person or entity to ascertain whether the purposes of SGMA
are being met and compliance with SGMA. The local agency may conduct
an inspection upon obtaining any necessary consent or obtaining an inspection warrant pursuant to the procedure set forth in Title 13 (commencing with Section 1822.50) of Part 3 of the Code of Civil Procedure (Water
Code §10725.4)

For those interested in more information a good place to start is:
http://groundwater.ucdavis.edu/SGMA/
Colusa Groundwater Authority, Mary Fahey; email: mfahey@countyofcolusa.com; website: www.colusagroundwater.org

• A GSA may require registration of a groundwater extraction facility
within its management area (Water Code §10725.6)

Glenn Groundwater Authority, Lisa Hunter; email: lhunter@countyofglenn.net; website: https://www.countyofglenn.net/dept/agriculture/waterresources/sustainable-groundwater-management-act-sgma-0

• A GSA may require through its GSP that the use of every groundwater
extraction facility within its management area be measured by a watermeasuring device satisfactory to the GSA. Additionally, the GSA may

Butte County, Christina Buck: email: bcwater@buttecounty.net; website: http://www.buttecounty.net/waterresourceconservation/SustainableGroundwater-Management-Act

James J. Cox Insurance Services
• Attention To Detail • Better Coverage • Excellent Value

The California Department of Fish
and Wildlife has released for public
review the Mid-Sacramento Valley
Regional Conservation Investment
Strategy on January 2019 and com-

30 years’ experience

ments can be made until March

Specializing in farm and agribusiness

7th. You can find more informa-

Best customer service in Northern California
Contact Jim for your free insurance evaluation
530-899-8139
jim@jamescoxinsurance.com
www.jamesjcoxinsurance.com
4

tion about the document and the
efforts to complete the strategy at
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Mid-Pacific Conference Delivers on
Information and Inspiration
Attendees of the Mid-Pacific
Water Users Conference were informed about issues from ground
water rule changes in California to
NASA’s efforts to map and share
data on snow pack in the Sierra’s. In
addition to the panels on water the
breakfast speaker was Steven Ford,
son of President Gerald Ford. Ford
spoke about what it was like to be a
senior in high school headed to college when his father was chosen, by
President Nixon to replace disgraced
Vice President Agnew. With some
excellent pictures that were new to
most of us, he gave us a rare glimpse
into the life of a President that most
of only know by the media portrayals. From his decision to take a year
off and come to the west to pursue his
dream of being a rodeo cowboy, to
his father’s decision to pardon Nixon, Ford’s talk was eye opening and
inspiring. He spoke about his career
as an actor, his father’s love for his
children, and reminded us that there
are always two sides to every story.
His final story was about the handwritten journal his father had given
to him with advice he felt was important. Ford urged all of us do the same
thing for our children, as he read to
us from the words of his father. Said
Ford “This is now one of my most
treasured possessions and the advice
is even more important today than it
was when he gave me the journal.”

The conference kicked off
with a round table of Bureau of Reclamation area managers moderated
by Dan Keppen from Family Farm
Alliance. Storage was the main topic,
with the discussion of how to build
more with the need for more water growing each year. The raise of
Shasta Dam was discussed and the
issues that come with that raise. The
push for colder water has changed
and will continue to change the way
water storage is managed in the West
and meeting the needs of a growing
population and the need for more
cold water for fish will continue to be
an issue in the future. The panels also
talked about the age of all our water
systems, Shasta is 70 years old and
it and other facilities need to look at
upkeep as well as infrastructure improvements. One issue facing water
agencies is the Grey Tsunami, the retirement of many of the people that
carry a great deal of the institutional

memory of the water infrastructure
and the need to recruit young people
into the world of water management.
While much of the conference
was about the increasing regulations
that will impact water use, one panel
had some good news about how the
NASA Airborne Snow Observatory
is changing the future of water allocations. Jeff Payne from the Friant
Water Authority talked about how

they were able to use the data from
NASA to better understand and corporate with the BOR in planning for
the needs of farmers and fish. https://
airbornescience.nasa.gov/

group has been successful in managing fire prone forest over a large area
and reducing the threat to communities from fire. With information from,
how to burn slash piles to how fire
moves on different landscapes this
The impacts of fire on water- group is using education and science
sheds were a focus of one panel and to make fire prone landscapes safer.
speaker Daniel Leavell, presented For more information go to www.
the work being done by the Klamath- KLFHP.org or foresthealth@klfhp.
Lake Forest Health Partnership. This org 
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For Your Support

Diamond Sponsor
Tom & Ashley Indrieri,
Intero Real Estate Servi
Gary M. Teragawa Co.
HDR, Inc.

Royal Sponsors:

•Butte Creek Farms
•Intake Screens
•Garden Highway
Mutual Water
•Bandon Estate
Golfers Lodge
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Platinum Sponsors
Charter Oaks Ranch
DePue Warehouse
L.C. Dennis Co., Inc.
Canal Farms
Reclamation District 108
Broken Box Ranch
Caito Fisheries, Inc.
Umpqua Bank, Colusa
N&S Tractor
Peterson Tractor
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,
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Gold Sponsors

Les Schwab Tires
Blake’s Guide Service
T&P Farms
California Family Foods
Triple S Ranches, Inc.
Parisio Family Farms
Wingshooters Sportsman
Selovers Auto & Body
Shasta Siskiyou Transport
Bar M Cattle Co.
Kittle’s Outdoor & Sport Co.
Northgate Petroleum Co.
Glenn-Colusa Cattlemen’s
Frances Murillo
Wilbur-Ellis
Poole’s Jewlers
Grindstone Winery
Crews Family Wine
Glenn Colusa Cattlemans Assoc.
Green Ribbon Sponsors
Gandy-Staley Oil Co.
Circle 9 Ranch
River Garden Farms Co.
Alsco-Geyer Irrigation, Inc.
Stohlman Enterprises, Inc.
Jeff Moresco Farms
American Commodity Co.
Edwards Ranch
McCorkle Farms, Inc.
Dos Arboles, Inc.
Winston Peterson II
Oji Bros. Farms, Inc.
Martin Brothers

Green Ribbon
Sponsors cont.

Plumas Mutual Water Co.
Ramos & Kley Ranches
Henle Family Limited Partners
Garth E. Moore Insurance
Windswept Orchards, LLC
Briggs MFG, Inc.
Snow Goose Farms
Alderson Ranch Supply
Alves Pheasant Farm
Big Valley Divers
Colusa Rice Company
Farm Credit West, FLCA
Eagle Field Water District
KCOE ISOM
Martin’s Dusters Inc.
O’Brien’s Auto Repair
Redding Bank of Commerce
Strain Farming Co. LP
SunWest Foods
Richter Aviation
Davies Oil Company, Inc.
Blue Diamond Almonds
North Gate
Win-River Casino
Tree Nut LLC
Mitchell Yerxa
Judy Borba Hayes
Nikki Hancock
Anderson Ranch Supply
Andrew C. Janos
Assemblyman Brian Dahle
Arbuckle Golf Club
Shandon & David Smith
Valerie Coe
Cockrell S. High Desert Lodge
Bar * Ale
M.E.K.G.J. Partnership
Putman Auctioneers, Inc.
Chico Electric

Donations

Marie Spooner
Premier Mushrooms
Mark’s Creations
Soothing Hands
Richie’s Florist
Griffs Feed & Seed
Willows Hardware, Inc.
Lori Goyne
Town Central Deli
Better Body Fitness
Farmers Brewing Co.
California Olive Ranch
Alsco-Geyer/Ace Hardware
Tran Colusa Nails
Sterling May Equipment Co.
Sacramento River Cats
Granzella’s Restaurant
Market Street Grill
Pete’s Restaurant & Brewhouse
Rosita Ranch
Ben’s Grass Fed Beef
Buck’s Feed & Grain
Colusa County Farm Supply
Daria Danley
Hill & Ward Apiares
ITF
AgriSource
Rumiano Cheese
Shaeffer’s Oil
Sierra Nevada Cheese Co.
Willows Hardware
Don Habenero’s
CWA (Caroline Brady)
KC’s Farmhouse Finds
Seeds by Design
Charlene Tanksi
Brookin Equipment Repair
Bill Owens Ranch, LLC
Cutler & Cutler
Hursh Family Limited Partnership
Dorothy T. Saal
Andersen & Sons Ranch
Wallace Family
Colusa County Farm Bureau
Fur, Fin & Feather Taxidermy
Dorothy Duncan
Susan Meeker
Sweet Beans
Brent & Sharon Wiggin
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Colusa Farm Show

At this years Colusa Farm thing to do is the right thing”, even
Show breakfast keynote speaker if that means doing some things in
Kory Honea told
the “Fog of War”
the packed breakthat seem crazy. Like
fast crowd “I hope
picking up a woman
I never see you
walking the wrong
again.” Honea’s
way and helping a
statement was in
group of non-English
reference to his bespeaking
Chinese
ing the speaker for
cram into his car for
last years breakfast
a ride to a safer spot.
after the Oroville
Honea acknowledged
dam crisis. He had
that the response to
thought that this
the fire was not percrisis event would
fect, but that they
be the biggest in
were able to get
his career, but here
46,000 people out
he was again to
and to safety. Then
Sheriff Kory Honea, Photo by Jim Morris
talk about an even
they had to find out
worse tragedy the Camp Fire. Like how many people were really misslast year Honea went over his lead- ing and match the DNA of remains
ership principals to the group. His with those missing, all the while
leadership tools, model the way, in- struggling with the crush of media
spire the vision and reward courage that descended onto the town. Honhad once again proved themselves in ea said “with each disaster they have
one of the worst fires in the history learned more about how they should
of the United States. Honea said that respond and have been able to share
in every instance what they learned that with other communities.” Hofrom the Oroville dam spill had nea cautioned us that this tragedy is
been implemented during the Camp not over that the recovery from this
Fire. Honea reminded the group that will be years if not decades.
while we may have a plan God might
During the question and anhave something else in mind. That swer period one man stood up and
in a “moment of decision the best told his story of barely making it

Jane F. Smart, Broker/Owner
#01466891

Ph 530.921.2102
Office:
107 5th Street, Arbuckle
www.JaneSmartRealty.com
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out alive, and he told Sheriff Honea what a great job he had done

and someone was honking because
someone was taking too long to it

and the comfort he gave to the community. Said the speaker “You can
be my sheriff forever.” Another question asked by Family Water Alliance,
COO Nadine Bailey
was “We all want to
help, can you give
us an idea of how
we can do more.”
Honea took several
minutes to answer
and told two stories.
One was about how
we now need to find
homes for all these
displaced people and
every time we get
close to a solution,
the community complains about
how adding new people will hurt
their community. “We need to understand, he said, but there for the
Grace of God we all go. This could
be any of us. So please open up your
Jane F. Smart, Broker/Owner
hearts and your communities
to the
#01466891
fire victims whilePhwe
get this figured
530.921.2102
out.” He reminded us
to be patient
Office:
107 5thYou
Street,
Arbuckle
even with traffic.
don’t
know
what someone
has been through,
www.JaneSmartRealty.com

it could be someone that lost everything and doesn’t know what is go-

ing to happen next.” “So, please, he
said, just give everyone a little kindness.”
Sheriff Honea, we agree we
don’t want to see you on the news
again for a long time, or speaking to
Jane F. Smart, Broker/Owner
our group, but your leadership
#01466891 and
wisdom is somethingPhwe
hope you
530.921.2102
will continue to share, because
Office: you
107 5th
do give us the vision
to Street,
rebuildArbuckle
and
heal. 
www.JaneSmartRealty.com

USDA Invests in Innovative Management
of California Water Supply
(Maxwell, CA, November
27, 2018) – U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is investing more
than $449 million to help build an
innovative water management system that will increase the reliability

and ensure that the productivity of
water in the Sacramento Valley is
around for generations of farmers
and ranchers to come.”
“Every westerner knows the
saying ‘whiskey’s for drinking and
water’s for fighting,’ but President
Trump, Secretary Perdue and I are

nation’s agricultural economy.”
“The Maxwell Water Intertie
will increase the efficiency and reliability of water management in the
western Sacramento Valley by adding to and improving existing water
infrastructure to facilitate greater
flexibility in water conveyance,
which would increase the drought

resistance of rural communities and
help to support our region’s agricultural economy.” said Jim Watson,
General Manager, Sites Project
Authority.
FWA would like to thank Kim
Vann, USDA State Director for her
continued work on behalf of family
farms. 

End Of Watch

of the California water supply and
create more than 560 jobs in the
Sacramento Valley. Secretary Perdue was joined by U.S. Secretary of
the Interior Ryan Zinke and Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil
Works Rickey “R.D.” James. The
announcement follows on President
Donald J. Trump’s memo to promote a reliable supply and delivery
of water out west.
“Modern and reliable water infrastructure is the backbone to
prosperity in the Sacramento Valley and across our nation. Under
the leadership of President Trump,
USDA is committed to being an
ally to innovative leaders taking action to rebuild rural infrastructure
in California and beyond, which is
why we are investing in projects like
the Maxwell Water Intertie,” said
Secretary Perdue. “By working
in a collaborative fashion with our
state and local partners, we can balance the needs of everyone involved

trying to make that obsolete. We all
share a commitment to storing and
delivering water for farmers, families and commercial users in California,” said Secretary Zinke. “In
order to meet the demands of the
future, we need to increase our storage capacity and bring our water
infrastructure in to the 21st century.
Large-scale water infrastructure
projects, like the Maxwell Water Intertie and the Sites Reservoir projects which the Department partners
on, will directly benefit from the
nearly half-billion dollars that Secretary Perdue is making available.”
“The Army is committed to
working with our federal, state and
local partners to carefully manage
the water resources of the Sacramento Valley,” said R.D. James,
Assistant Secretary of the Army
for Civil Works. “This project
represents the President’s ongoing
commitment to rural America to ensure the effective functioning of the

Family Water Alliance, staff and board
of directors would like to extend their
condolences to the family and friends
of Natalie Corona. Natalie was killed in
the line of duty on and was a local Arbuckle success story. Her father Merced
Corona is a newly elected Supervisor for
Colusa County. While much has been
written about Natalie and her love for
life and the impact, she had in 22 years
on the people around her an article by
Bob Dunning in the Davis Enterprise
said it best “The Corona family is filled
with amazing grace.” Says Dunning “I
think many of us were surprised that
Natalie’s father, Merced…was listed
as one of the speakers…As it turns out,
Merced is a man for the ages, with a gift
of speaking from the heart. He made
us laugh, he made us cry. He made us

think and, most importantly, he told us
to love one another. “There are times in
our life when we must set all our differences aside and come together as one
giant family.” “With his wife Lupe at
his side, Merced added, we strongly believe in God and his son Jesus Christ.
God makes no mistakes. “Everything
may seem to us as bad luck, as a horrible and senseless death, but I assure
you God himself placed Natalie to be
on duty that day, on that shift, responding to that call for service, standing on
that exact spot. And He himself has
called her into His presence.” To read
the whole story go to https://www.davisenterprise.com/local-news/dunning/
bob-dunning-corona-family-is-filledwith-amazing-grace/ 
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Stand With Me and Say “No” to
The CoSu Line
by Marion Mathis

Home. It is the place where
memories are made, and love grows.
Unfortunately, for hundreds of
us in Colusa and Sutter counties,
the place we call home and farms
that have been in our families for
generations could be forever changed
by one project: the Colusa-Sutter

Transmission Line (CoSu Line).
For the last 51 years, my family
has managed our farm in Colusa
County. But now, a 500-kilovolt
(kV) transmission line proposed by
the Sacramento Municipal Utility
District (SMUD) and the Western
Area Power Administration (WAPA)

threatens our property rights, local
economy, wildlife and agricultural
farmland with zero benefits to those
in our region.
The CoSu Line would connect
the California-Oregon Transmission
Project (COTP) in Colusa County
to the existing substations in Sutter

County, with the intention of gaining
access to the north’s vast hydropower.
The proponents of the project, SMUD
and WAPA, have avoided answering
our questions while demanding access
to our property.
Many families in Colusa and
Sutter counties have received letters
asking for permission to enter onto
their private property. If the CoSu
Line is built, these families, like ours,
will be forced into eminent domain
and lose their property rights. Even
worse, the value of their property and
adjacent land will decline, meaning
less money coming back to our
community in the form of property
taxes to fund our schools, parks and
emergency services. Everyone in our
community will be harmed by the
CoSu Line, yet nobody will see the
benefits because Colusa and Sutter
counties are outside of the SMUD
service area.
In addition, the project’s massive
towers and dangerous power lines will
have a negative impact on wildlife,
obstructing the Pacific Flyway for
dozens of species of migratory birds.
In Colusa County alone, there are
over 28 varieties of migratory birds,
and in Sutter County there are 22
migratory bird species that thrive off
our wetlands as they continue their
path down South.
But these power lines will not just
be a safety hazard for birds, they will
also jeopardize the safety of crop
duster pilots whose job is critical
to maintain the thousands of acres
of farmland in the area. The power
lines will also put our community at
increased risk for devastating fires
just like the one caused by Pacific
Gas & Electric (PG&E) last fall that
destroyed our neighboring Butte
County.
Simply put, the CoSu Line’s costs
outweigh the benefits. I ask that you
stand with me and the Family Water
Alliance in fighting this assault on
property rights, farmland, wildlife
and our local economy. It is time to
challenge SMUD to look for other
sources of renewable energy that are
closer to Sacramento. We should not
have to pay the price for a project that
will provide zero benefits to us.
Marion Mathis is a resident of
Maxwell, CA and member the Family
Water Alliance, Inc. 
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While ACWA confirms that a least some Democrat leaders who
small number of water systems are question whether the new stream of
facing trouble, a tax placed upon all income is really needed.
Californians, regardless of where
they live, is not the solution.
Assemblyman Phil Ting of San
Francisco told the Sacramento Bee
“ACWA wants to work with Gov. that it would be a “very tough lift”
Newsom, his administration, the in the Legislature to call for a tax on
Legislature and other stakeholders everyone due to a problem that is
on a funding solution that does not mainly isolated in the Southern San
The push for the new water tax impose a statewide water tax,” said Joaquin Valley and the Mojave Desert.
stems from a McClatchy analysis of AWCA’s Tuck.
data compiled from the State Water
Although Republicans in the State “It really comes down to how much
Resource Control Board (SWRCB).
That analysis estimated that as many Legislature have vowed to block time he and his staff are going to put
as 360,000 Californians, mostly in the tax, Governor Newsom doesn’t toward it,” Ting told Bee reporters.
inland areas, are served water from need them. With Democrats holding “One of Governor Brown’s strengths
unsafe water systems. These include strong super-majorities in the State was really having a very narrow list
pollutants such as nitrates, arsenic, Assembly and State Senate, the Gov- of things to work on and get done,
ernor appears to have all the support and because of that, he was able to
and uranium.
he will need. However, there are at get them done.” 

DeMaio believes that the Legislature will move quickly to enact the
Continued from page 2
Governor’s proposed tax unless vulLegislature has set aside for emer- nerable state legislators are targeted,
gencies just such as this, that has oth- which is something he plans to do.
er organizations like the Howard Jarvis Taxpayer’s Association (HJTA)
“(We must) bring maximum pressomewhat dubious about the need for sure to block this ridiculous tax,”
a new tax for any cause.
said DeMaio.

California Water Tax

“While safe drinking water is a
critical need, that is exactly why ensuring its availability should have
a high priority from existing revenues,” said HJTA President John
Coupal. “We hope that the Governor will be able to resist even more
spending proposed by state legislators who want $40 billion in new ongoing spending.”

BOR Report on Dam
Removal
Continued from page 3

block access to upstream cold-water
tributaries which are crucial to fish
lifecycles. Finally, dams prevent
natural remedies for certain fish
diseases.
The fish disease C. Shasta severely
harms juvenile salmon in the basin.
Dense colonies of polychaete worms
are found on the bottom of the
Klamath River. These tiny worms
serve as the intermediate host for C.
Shasta. Dams block natural flow
patterns and sediment transport which
would otherwise scour river bottoms
to combat the polychaete worm
and C. Shasta. This summer, and
in many recent years, BOR released
water from Upper Klamath Lake into
the river as dilution flows to help
combat C. Shasta. A U.S. District
Court Order actually requires BOR
to implement these dilution flows if
disease thresholds are exceeded.
But a recent BOR report (Summary
Report of Independent Peer Reviews
for Bureau of Reclamation “Measures
to Reduce Ceratanova shasta Infection
of Klamath River Salmonids: A
Guidance Document”) notes that dam
removal will likely reduce or eliminate
the biological necessity for spring
dilution flows by restoring more natural
river flows—which flush spores from

the system, reduce polycheate habitat,
and reduce C. Shasta “hot spots”—
and by reducing the algae blooms
in the reservoirs which polychaetes
feed on. 2018 dilution flows utilized
about 50,000 acre feet of water, which
means without dilution flows, an
additional 50,000 acre feet could be
left in Upper Klamath Lake during the
heart of the irrigation season. If the
conditions triggering the court order
are addressed by the benefits of dam
removal, this could result in a real and

measurable benefit to farmers! It isn’t
a guarantee, and KRRC is the first
one to point out that it has no control
over flow decisions for the Klamath
River. Still, the possibility of using
this 50,000 AF for potatoes and other
Basin crops instead of treating fish
disease has grabbed the attention of
many in the farm community.
The Klamath River Renewal
Corporation (KRRC) is continuing
its work to prepare for dam removal
and we want farmers involved. We

believe that river restoration will help
communities throughout the basin and
will bolster fish and farms for the
long-term.
Dave Meurer is the Community
Liaison for the Klamath River
Renewal Corporation (KRRC). He is
the former Deputy District Director for
Congressman Wally Herger, and also
served as a District Representative
for Senator Ted Gaines. He can be
reached at dave@klamathrenewal.org


PEARSON REALTY
Proudly Serving The North Valley For Over 30 Years
Call us for any agricultural, residential, and commercial real estate needs.
We are here to serve you, our customers.
550 Market Street
Colusa, CA 95932
(530) 458-7788 Office
(530) 458-2301 FAX
www.pearsonrealtycolusa.com
Pearsonrealty4U@yahoo.com

Your Satisfaction Is Our Goal.
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Family Water Alliance, Inc.
P. O. Box 365
Maxwell, CA 95955

LIKE

Save The Date Nov 16th 2019, Family Water Alliance Dinner

us on
facebook

The Green Ribbon Report is published quarterly by Family Water Alliance, Inc., which is dedicated to educating the public about rural issues.
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• Annual Dinner a Success
• California Water Tax
• Dam Removal
• Ground Water Rules
• Mid-Pacific Conference
• Farm Show Breakfast
• USDA Invests
• Say “No” to The CoSu Line

CONTACT US
P.O. Box 365
105 Oak Street
Maxwell, CA 95955
(530) 438-2026
e-mail: fwa@frontiernet.net
www.familywateralliance.com
FWA OFFICERS
President: Ray Davis, Jr.
Vice President: Joe Lauwerijssen
Secretary/CFO: Mary Spooner
DIRECTORS
Lee McCorkle
Cliff Liddy
Jerry Maltby
Caroline Brady
Shandon Smith
Mike Shannon

CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER
Nadine Bailey
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