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California’s Central Valley Project,
Small Farms, Big Results
Many small communities
benefit from the water from
the CVP and provide not
only farm products, but
destinations for families
looking to get back to a
simpler way of life. One
of those communities is
Happy Valley, located west
of highway 273, between
Redding and Anderson,
California. Happy Valley is
a community that has used
the CVP water to develop
small farms that enrich
the community and serve
as a destination for people
wanting to enjoy a weekend
outing to the country.
Olives, oranges, berries
and vegetable gardens dot
the landscape. Sheep, cattle and
llamas can be found grazing in green
pastures.

The Central Valley Project (CVP)
is one of the largest water projects
in the world. The water delivery
system stretches from the mountains
of Northern California to farms and
cities hundreds of miles away. When
most people think of the CVP, they
think big, but along with the miles
of canals, flood protection and water
storage are a multitude of small
operations that depend on the water
from CVP.

One popular new destination is
29 Rows Lavender Farm that sits on
the edge of the valley with a view
of the mountains and Sacramento
Valley below. It’s stunning views
and beautiful rows of lavender make
it a popular spot for weekend visitors
when the lavender is blooming and
also a favorite for bees. The family
distills the lavender for products to
sell at local farmers markets and in
and around Shasta County. Another
popular destination is Myriad Ranch,
for blueberries, garlic and vegetables.
Those of us that live and work in
the Sacramento Valley benefit from
the work done decades ago, to build
a water system that would protect
the states from flood devastation,
and provide water to farms and
cities. In addition to the impact on
the world the CVP gives us these
beautiful destinations that make

the Sacramento Valley a wonderful
place to live and work.
You can find these and many
others on Facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/29RowsLavender
and https://www.facebook.com/
myriadranch 

RAISING SHASTA DAM
The Bureau of Reclamation, on
August 6th, opened the public
comment period for the proposed
raising of Shasta Dam. The Shasta
Lake Water Resources Investiga-

tion Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement will explore a 18.5 feet raise of the dam.
In a press release by the BOR the

following were listed as positives
for the dam raise:
“The proposed 18.5 raise of Shasta
Dam would:
• Increase Shasta Dam’s water

storage capacity by 634,000 acrefeet for water users and the environment
• Improve water supply reliability
for agricultural, municipal and in-

dustrial, and environmental uses
• Reduce flood risk
• Improve Sacramento River temperatures and water quality below
the dam for anadromous fish survival--192,000
acre-feet of water supply will
be dedicated to
Shasta’s
coldwater pool for
anadromous fish
• Enlarge the
cold-water pool
and increase the
seasonal carryover storage in
Shasta Reservoir
• Provide an
additional
125,000-megawatt hours per
year of hydropower generation for electrical
grid reliability
with an existing
renewable and
carbon-free resource. In addition, the project
would enlarge the cold-water pool
and increase the seasonal carryover storage in Shasta Reservoir.
The increased volume of cold water would increase the ability of
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Shasta Dam to make cold water
releases to improve water temperatures in the upper Sacramento
River for anadromous fish.”
The project is not without controversy, as national environmental
groups oppose the raise citing the
need for more efficient water use
as a solution to California’s water shortages. Some local Shasta
County residents worry about the
loss of private property around
the lake. Some local people have
called for a no net loss of private
land for the county and asked for
part of the Shasta National Forest
to be put into local control, to offset the loss.
Citing the need for new investments in Western Water infrastructure, Commissionioner Brenda
Berman, said “California simply
does not have enough carryover
storage, and this is a strategic project that is smart, cost effective and
an environmentally sound investment for California. Regional Director Ernest Conant, a champion
for water storage projects, said “
California needs additional water
supply for agriculture and communities; adding to existing storage
reservoirs just makes sense.” This
project also works in conjunction
with the Sites Project, to increase
the ability to move cold water to
aid fish during times of drought,
with greater flexibility. The need
for more cold water during times
of drought is one of the driving
reasons for the raise. “Modeling
results conducted in accordance
with the 2019 Biological Opinions, show lower water temperatures enhance fish survival for all
months and water types within the
temperature management season.”
The comment period will last 45
days. Comments must be submitted by close of business day on
September 21, 2020.
https://www.usbr.gov/mp/ncao/
shasta-enlargement.html 

REFORM BILL PROTECTS COMMUNITIES
SUPPORTS JOBS

Feinstein, Daines Introduce Bipartisan Forest Management Reform Bill
Bill Protects Communities from Deadly Wildfires, Improves Forest
Health, Supports Rural Jobs
U.S. SENATE – U.S. Senators Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) and Steve Daines
(R-MT) today introduced major, bipartisan forest management reform legislation. The bipartisan bill increases active management of federal forests
and gives the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) the tools to protect communities
from deadly wildfires.
“Some of the most destructive wildfires in California history have burned
in the last four years. Wildfires, once a seasonal threat, are now quickly
becoming an almost yearlong danger and our response must acknowledge this new reality,” Feinstein said. “This bill will help adapt forest
management across California, Montana and the West to the long-term
changes climate change will bring. Creating a market for biomass will
provide energy while reducing the fuel that helps fires spread quickly.
Retrofitting homes with fire-resistant materials will make our communities more resilient. And helping critical facilities like hospitals become
more energy-efficient will prepare them to cope with preventative power
shutoffs. This bipartisan bill will help adapt at-risk forests and communities to our new reality when it comes to climate change and fighting
wildfire and I’m proud to introduce it today.”
“I am very happy to join Senator Feinstein in introducing this strong,
commonsense forest management legislation,” Daines said. “This bill
will speed up urgently needed projects to reduce wildfire risks, create
good paying jobs in the forestry sector, and protect public health and
safety. I look forward to working closely with Senator Feinstein to pass
this legislation and send it to the President’s desk, because we must manage our forests so they don’t manage us.”
Daines and Feinstein introduced the major forest management reform
bill after working over a year on a bipartisan product that would have
strong bipartisan consensus and would be signed into law.
Some highlights of the bill:
• Directs the Forest Service to complete three landscape-level, collaborative
projects in the west to reduce the risk of wildfire. Projects are proposed by

Governors and enjoy NEPA streamlining and litigation protections.
• Provides relief from the Cottonwood decision by establishing a threshold
for what qualifies as ‘new information’ triggering consultation
• Accelerates post-fire restoration and reforestation by creating a new statutory authority modeled after the FS’ existing Emergency Situation Determination authority (36 CFR 218.21). The decision to grant an ESD would not
be subject to environmental review, and the corresponding projects could
be carried out using a streamlined Action, No-Action process
• Establishes a new 3,000 acre Categorical Exclusion for reducing fuels
alongside Forest Service roads, trails, and transmission lines
• Specifies that FEMA hazard mitigation dollars can be used to install fireresistant wires and infrastructure and the undergrounding of wires
• Establishes a new grant program in the Department of Energy to facilitate
removal of biomass from National Forest areas that are at high risk of wildfire and to transport that biomass to conversion facilities
• Encourages U.S. Department of Agriculture and DOI to increase use of
wildfire detection equipment
• Allows in California only the exports of logs, but only after domestic mills
refuse them
• Creates a forestry workforce development program
Establishes a Prescribed Fire Center in the West
• Amends the Weatherization Assistance program to include wildfire planning and prevention.
• Establishes a new program to improve the energy resilience and power
needs of critical facilities. 

Rice Field Giants
The California Rice Commission
has a new podcast of Ingrained.
A new episode of our podcast “Ingrained” is live! This episode is all
about the giants in the rice fields
- giant gartersnakes. Hear the latest episode:
https://podcast.calrice.org/s1-e11-giants-in-rice-fields/

Butte County Farmers To Form New Water District
Recently in Butte County, more
than 75 family farms and hundreds
of small landowner interests within
the Vina and Butte sub-basins representing more than 57,000 acres
submitted an application to the
Butte County Local Agency For-

mation Commission (LAFCO)
to form the Tuscan Water District
(TWD).
The TWD, a California Water
District when approved, would be
comprised of 95,000 acres from

the Tehama County line south to
the northern border of the Western Canal Water District in the
Durham area. The Tuscan Water
District would be governed by a
Board of Directors, all of whom
would be landowners and/or landowner representatives from within
the district’s boundary. All landowners will have an opportunity
to participate in the governance
process – small and large landowners, domestic and agricultural
pumpers. The new district would
directly serve users and residents
of the area. This district would be
directly accountable to its users
and residents . The district would
remain engaged with the County of
Butte and is presently undergoing
the county’s local LAFCO process
as part of its formation.
Family Water Alliance strongly
supports the efforts of local family farms and landowners in Butte
County to form the TWD, which
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would strengthen and better allow groundwater pumpers in Butte
County a more organized pathway
to groundwater sustainability and
management as required by the
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA).
Upon signing SGMA into law, Governor Brown stated that “groundwater management in California is
best accomplished locally.” Unfortunately, unlike the many surface
water districts who already have
well run local governance, agricultural and domestic groundwater
users in many outlying areas were
not in a legal position to represent
themselves as an organized body to
achieve SGMA compliance. As a
result, many California groundwater users were left to be represented
by the SGMA-defined catchall,
the County. Many county governments, however, themselves lack,
not only financial resources and institutional structures to effectively
manage groundwater, but also the
direct interest and motivation of
affected pumpers and private landowners to devise tailored solutions
to the needs of a targeted portion of
a basin.
The formation of the Tuscan Water
District will ensure that groundwater users in Butte County are at the
table and part of the discussion and
decision-making process for Butte
County’s groundwater future .They
are also able to act nimbly and efficiently in pursuing the best possible management options for their
own unique local challenges. 

Prop

15
A coalition of farmers, including
California Farm Bureau, Western
Growers and Agricultural Council of California, to name a few,
have started an effort to educate
people of the impacts of Proposition 15 on family farms. Says Western Growers President and CEO
Dave Puglia, “California’s farmers
and ranchers are already at a competitive disadvantage with those
in other states and countries with
far lower tax and regulatory costs.
Our farmers pay the highest taxes
and highest wages in the nation.
They simply cannot keep bearing
ever-increasing taxes and red tape.
Californians are proud of our farmers and ranchers and the nutritious
and affordable food they produce.
Another large tax increase on farmers is not sustainable. Californians
should reject Proposition 15.”
In addition to the school funding,
health officials have used the pandemic as a reason to support the
initiative, citing the need for more
funding to help overburdened
health care workers. A recent study
done by the Public Policy Institute
of California shows that the impacts of the Covid virus have been
especially difficult for small business. “Fifty-six percent of California small businesses experienced
“large negative” effects from the
pandemic, according to a recent
Census survey—a survey that includes businesses with up to 500

employees. Sectors hit hardest by initial job loss face
the most severe setbacks. As small businesses weather
closures brought on by COVID-19, policy efforts to
support them will be important for the state’s economic recovery.” Opponents of the initiative cite these
impacts as one more reason to oppose the initiative.
https://www.ppic.org/blog/the-economic-toll-of-covid-19-on-small-business/?utm_source=ppic&utm_
medium=email&utm_campaign=blog_subscriber
Entitled as the Schools and Communities First Initiative, the proposition is trying to amend Proposition

“California’s cost of living is already too
high and Prop 15 makes it worse by
imposing a costly and unfair tax hike.
– Carl DeMaio -

13 the 1978 initiative that limited property tax raises
raised to 2% per year. Proponents say the change is
needed to correct the formula for school funding.
Opponents say the high cost of taxes in California is
already driving people out of the state. 

To learn more about this effort please visit

https://www.andnowuknow.com/shop-talk/california-farmers-announce-new-ag-coalition-campaign-against-prop-15-Dave-Puglia-Jamie-Johansson-Emily-Rooney/melissa-de-leon-chavez/6922
1?fbclid=IwAR2Aljk21XjNnSj4vbG9XdwM7BFgknmNi58dHs95EV9DA59Zl_08s9PAPb0

Communities Fight To Save
4H and FFA Auctions

This year brought some extremely
difficult times for our local fairs
and the groups that depend on
those fairs to sell their 4H and
FFA project animals. As our Family Water Alliance President says,
farmers are used to unexpected
changes and knowing how to manage through change, is an everyday
experience. Faced with no way to
sell animals that had been pur-

chased months in advance, local
buyers groups, fair managers and
fair boards acted quickly to ensure
the success of their club members.
As always the local community
was supportive, even though with
the exception of Shasta, most of the
auctions were done online. Family Water Alliance used Facebook

to promote the auctions, before
a n d
during the
event.
While
t h e re
w e r e
s o m e
glitches,

most of the auctions did as well
as they had in past
years. This was, as
always, because of
the amazing community
support.
While many people would have given up, local
communities made sure
that these future farmers
would be successful even
in uncertain times.
Thank you to all the people
that supported these young
people in their efforts. 

New Executive, New Direction for Sites
Recently the Sites Joint Powers
Authority made some big changes.
They brought on a new executive
and made plans to alter the original
project by decreasing the footprint
and costs. In a presentation given
to RD 108 the new executive for
the project Jerry Brown, outlined
those changes in a powerpoint.
These “Value Planning Efforts”
have several goals outlined in the
presentation.
• Reduced the overall cost by ~$2
Billion.

project’s proposed operations and
facilities to develop a project that
is “right sized” for our investors
and participants while still providing water supply reliability and

the environment.”
The changes will also include recirculating the Draft EIR so that
new comments can be made. Ef-

• Size of Reservoir decreased from
1.8 MAF to 1.5 MAF.
• Eliminated Delevan Pipeline,
Pumping Plant & Fish Screen.
• New Discharge location moved
to the end of Tehama-Colusa Canal and pipeline to Colusa Basin
Drain (2047 Canal).
• Eliminated pump back Hydropower.
• Cost per AF (Average Annual
Yield) returned to $600-$700/AF.
Said Brown “The Sites Project
Authority conducted a rigorous
Value Planning effort to review the

enhancing the environment Rightsizing the reservoir was responsive to input from state and federal
agencies, NGOs, elected officials,
landowners and local communities
The feedback we received through
a robust outreach effort was critical to developing a reservoir that is
the right size for both people and

forts will be made to work with
landowners, tribes, stakeholders,
NGOs, and local communities to
develop a collaborative environmental review process. “It is essential that we build a project now
that makes sense for all our participants – local, state, and federal.”
says Brown.

The new work will be included in
the next phase of the project and
will include: – Recirculating the
draft EIR/EIS to demonstrate responsiveness and eliminate legacy
issues that are no longer pertinent,
– Submit Biological Assessment
(BA) for federal permitting to begin, – Begin Historical/Cultural
permit processes, – Begin Water
Rights Application, – Submit or
start USACE permit applications
(401, 404, 408), – Complete the
Feasibility Report, - Refine engineering of Value Planning concepts to verify their feasibility, Phase ends December 2021.
The need for new water storage is
critical to the future of farms and
families throughout the state. The
efforts of the board of the Sites
Project have not gone unnoticed,
as the Governor mentions the
project in the states Water Resilience Portfolio.
If you would like more details you
can find the powerpoint at https://
www.rd108.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Sites-Presentation108-DWD_6.2020_108.pdf,
or
contact the Sites Project Authority at https://sitesproject.org/sitesproject-authority/ 
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Petition Denied
The United States Supreme Court last
month denied a petition requesting
that it review a lower court decision
that ruled Klamath Project irrigators
were not entitled to compensation for
the re-allocation of water under the
Endangered Species Act (ESA) in
2001.
The one-sentence order in the case,
named Baley v. United States, does
not mean that the Supreme Court
agreed or disagreed with the decision;

rather, it means only that it declined
to take up the case. The Court also
simultaneously and similarly denied
review in over other 75 cases.
“The Court accepts review of a very
small percentage of cases,” said Paul
Simmons, Executive Director of the
Klamath Water Users Association
(KWUA). “Still, this development is
very disappointing,”
The Klamath Project was authorized
in 1905 under the Reclamation Act of
1902. Project facilities divert and deliver water from Upper Klamath Lake
and the Klamath River to approximately 175,000 acres straddling the
Oregon – California border.
The case arose after the Bureau of
Reclamation precluded water deliveries in 2001 in order to maintain water
elevations in Upper Klamath Lake
for suckers species in Upper Klamath Lake that are ESA-listed as endangered and provide flows for coho
salmon in the Klamath River. The
plaintiffs in the case asserted that because water rights are property under
state law, the federal government was
required, under the Fifth Amendment
to the U.S. Constitution, to pay compensation for taking the rights.
“Their rights were infringed upon
by a lower court ruling that upended the water laws of the region and
abandoned over a century of federal
deference to state law for adjudicating and administering water rights,”
wrote U.S. Reps. Greg Walden (ROREGON) and Doug LaMalfa (RCALIFORNIA), along with Oregon

State Senator Cliff Bentz, in a guest
column that was published by the
Washington Examiner.
The case, originally filed in the U.S.
Court of Federal Claims in the fall of
2001, has had an extremely long history, including previous appeals and
the Oregon Supreme Court responding to a federal appellate court’s request for clarification of Oregon water
law. A trial took place in the Court of
Federal Claims in 2017. Ultimately,
last year, the U.S.
Court of Appeals
for the Federal Circuit agreed with
the trial court that
the plaintiffs were
not entitled to compensation because
there existed senior,
tribal rights for lake
levels and flows
in at least as great
amounts as were
required under the ESA. That logic
meant that no property was actually
taken, according to the trial court.
The petition for review to the Supreme Court – known as a petition for
writ of certiorari – focused on fundamental misunderstandings and misapplications of Western water law by
the federal courts, both of which are
located in Washington, D.C. A multitude of public and private parties,
including Oregon Water Resources
Congress, Family Farm Alliance,

National Water Resources Association, Association of California Water
Agencies, American
Farm Bureau Federation and several state
Farm Bureaus, the
counties of Klamath,
Modoc, and Siskiyou
through Pacific Legal
Foundation, and others, filed briefs supporting that the Court
accept the case for review.
The Family Farm Alliance board of directors in March agreed
to support the irrigator
plaintiffs again as this
case went before the Supreme Court.
The Alliance and KWUA co-hosted
two webinars to further brief interested parties on this matter in April.
“For the clarity and stability essential to economic prosperity in the arid
American West, Alliance members
rely on state adjudications of water
rights and on state administration of
those rights in conformance with due
process and in compliance with state
and federal law,” said Alliance General Counsel Norm Semanko.
Mr. Simmons, whose firm became
counsel for the plaintiffs after the decision by the court of appeals, said
that although the odds of Supreme
Court review are long, the plaintiffs
believed it was appropriate to pursue

the issue.
“We thought we had a decent chance,

but it did not go the way we wanted,”
he said. “There is no choice but to
move on.”
Mr. Simmons also said that, while the
courts denied compensation for water
being taken, there are still important
issues related to how the ESA applies
to the Klamath Project, particularly
in light of other recent legal developments.
“Going forward, we focus on having
enough water, period,” he said. “The
Klamath Project is authorized for
irrigation and should be operated for
irrigation.”
This article was previously published
in the Family Farm Alliance Newsletter. 
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Five For Farmers, A Tale of Two Harvests, by Scott Seus
This article is part of an effort from
Klamath Basin farmers to explain to the
public the effort that goes into bringing
food to the table. You can see more of
their posts at #fiveforfarmers Scott Seus
is mint, horseradish and garlic farmer in
the Klamath Basin. Scott is involved in

many efforts to keep family farms doing
what they do best, providing food for
America. https://www.facebook.com/
scott.seus/posts/10217541030623146
This is the tale of two harvests. Both
are garlic. But they headed for different
purposes and are handled completely
opposite of one another.
Our first tale is about our garlic seed
harvest. We shut the water off a little
over a month ago, starving the crop of
water with 4-5 skins left on the outside
of the head of garlic. The tops were yellowing but green, an indication that the
crop was near maturity. Since that time

the garlic has depleted the soil of water
and the leaves have dried up.
Late last week we removed the tops
from the plant and cleaned up the field
with a flail mower until it looked like a
dirt field with little evidence of the tasty
crop
beneath
the surface. Because the garlic can shatter
when dry, we
Irrigate the field
with
enough
water to reach
the bottom of
the root plate on
the head of garlic. This moisture toughens
the skins that
are left so that
they will resist
shattering when
the digging process occurs, and
to add tilth back
to any dirt clods
that might be lurking in the undug hill
(row) of garlic.
We then undercut the garlic with a blade
that runs below the garlic head, loosening and airing out the soil. (Not all operations handle the harvest the same, so
many do not undercut when harvesting
seed).
The next two steps are critical. Before
the loosened bed dries out, the digger
(also called winrower at some morning
coffee shop sessions) lifts the crop out of
the ground and separates as much soil as
possible from the garlic and then places

2-6 rows of garlic into a single line. In
our case, we put 6 rows (18 feet) into a
single line of garlic. Our digger is one of
our most cherished pieces of equipment,
designed and built by my dad in the late
80’s for our onion operation. It is an essential piece of equipment that makes
much of what we do very efficient.
Once in a winrow, we let it dry until
nearly all of the moisture has left the
skins in the hot sun. Gonzalo operates
the bulker (also called loader or lifter
at some lunch counter conversations).
The bulker lifts the winrow and shakes
the dirt out, blows the loose tops and
weeds out, and passes the steady stream
of garlic under the watchful eyes and
fast hands of three ladies that make sure
nothing but garlic goes into the bins that
will carry the seed garlic south.

Tonight I want to share the hard work
that goes into harvesting the garlic you
buy in the produce section at the store
and serve to your family.
This is our first year growing organic
fresh market garlic. We’re pretty proud
that everyone’s hard work paid off to
keep the field clean (no easy feat in organic production), and the garlic quality is great. That is where much of our
farms responsibilities end.
About a week before we cut the water
off in the seed field, we stopped irrigating the fresh market crop with 6 outer
skins left on the head. It pulled the remaining moisture in the ground quickly,
and at 5 skins we “broke the bottoms” of
the furrows which eliminated any weeds
that might be growing and allowed the
soil to dry out much quicker. One week
later the crop was undercut to loosen the
bulbs from the soil.
Here’s the crazy part that you might not
know and appreciate. EVERYTHING
THAT BRINGS THE GARLIC TO
MARKET AFTER THIS POINT IS
DONE BY HAND! EVERYTHING!
Imagine that. The whole field is laying
on the ground, disarrayed and far from
a store shelf, let alone your dinner table.
Somehow that gets to your garlic bread.
Here’s how.

Spencer, Gary and Santos keep busy
bringing loaded bins to the yard and
empty bins back to load in the field. It’s
fast paced, smells good and is satisfying to be a part of a job completed at
the end of the day. The loaded bins will
be loaded onto trucks, 25 tons of garlic
per load.
We may see some of this garlic again.
Once it leaves here it will be cracked
(head is shattered into all of its individual cloves) sized (sorted into uniform
pieces) and shipped to its next field
where it will be planted for production
(fresh or dehydrated garlic). Sometimes the seed comes back to us so that
we can produce more seed from each
clove. Each head of garlic you see in
the store started as a disease free plant
in a lab carefully cultured for vigor and
quality as many as 10 years before you
get a chance to buy it. Each of those 9
years preceding are all about expanding
the number of seeds from that one pure
plant so that there is enough to share
with the rest of the world.
It’s a fascinating industry that has many
steps making your garlic bread possible.
The tale of two harvests, part 2! Last
night on #fiveforfarmers I shared how
we mechanically harvest garlic seed.

A hand crew of hard working people
work from daylight until they feel it is
time to stop for the day. They gather

the garlic from 4 rows and put it into 1
winrow. They arrange the loose garlic
so that the tops cover the heads of garlic, protecting them from the sun. Heads
that are exposed to the sun deteriorate
and are not edible. (They become mummified carcasses of their former selves).
The crew that does this work are fast,
almost as if they are in a race. This is
their job in the Central Valley of California most of the summer. The crew was
happy to be here where the air is cooler,
the garlic is good and the soil is light
and easy to work with. Efficiency is
Continued on page 11

What Is In Your Deed, An Easement Surprise?
FWA reached out to several attorneys and land use experts and found
Recently Family Water Alliance received a call from a local rancher
that in California if someone is using property for a number of years
that was in the process of selling some property. While most of us have
they can claim rights to continue that use even if as
heard of conservation easements that ala property owner you were unaware of the trespass.
low deed restrictions to be placed on a
There are some limits to that right. The trespasser
deed to maintain farm and ranch activi- An easement is a property right that gives its holder an
has the burden of proving that he has been using
ties, this is different. The property was interest in land that’s owned by someone else. It’s comthe property. The rights to the property can only be
in escrow when the property owners
mon for people to lack a clear understanding of easefor the property that has been used by the trespasswere notified that a claim for a prescrip- ments and the numerous legal problems that can arise
er. Even with those property rights, the burden for
tive recreation easement had been filed in their creation, interpretation, and implementation.
disproving the right of prescriptive easement falls
against the property. The letter sent to the
on the landowner . The action by this past adjacent
escrow company stated that a neighborlandowner’s family to stop or modify a land sale,
ing landowner had “prescriptive easeshould be something that all property owners take seriously. FWA will
ments over and on the property” that would continue, even after the
continue to track this issue and assist the landowner in their efforts to
property was sold. It should be noted here that the person filing for the
clear the deed. If you would like to help with this effort email nadine@
prescriptive easement is not the owner of the adjacent land, his Grandfarmilywateralliance.com 
father was, and his Grandfather deeded the land to the Forest Service.

Five For Farmers
Continued from page 10

how these skilled workers make their
money, and these conditions make
that effort easier.
Three weeks later the harvest crew arrives. Bins are placed throughout the
field, with careful consideration of
how far the workers will have to carry the buckets full of garlic to reach a
bin. Each worker carries a punch card
that gets a notch for each bucket of
trimmed garlic he or she delivers to
the bin. What does trimmed mean?
The top is clipped off and the roots
are pruned away with sharp shears
that each worker grips in their calloused hand all day long. The average worker can clip eight five gallon
buckets per hour. How many buckets
do you think you could clip per hour?
The fastest member of the crew is
capable of trimming 12 buckets per
hour.
Filled bins await a truck that will take
them to a facility where the garlic
heads are sized and graded, determining the market it is destined for. Each
bulb is handled by hand again, cleaning outer skins away, a final trim of
the roots and top to make a picture
perfect head of garlic that we would
be proud to see you, serve to your
family.
When you purchase a head of garlic
in the store and perhaps think that it
is expensive, consider all of the hands
that it took to make that tasty product possible. Then raise your garlic bread and “toast” all of the good
people working hard to bring food to
your table! 
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