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A Community That Never Gives Up
The year 2020 taught us
many things. It taught us that the
world can change in an instant
and that no matter how well you
plan, those plans can disappear.
It also showed us the value of
community. There is no better
example of that strength and
community, than the annual
Family Water Alliance dinner.

The annual dinner for FWA is
a large part of our yearly income.
As we started to plan, there was so
much that we didn’t know. One of
our board members said, “This is
not much different than farming.
We never know what will happen
next.” The life of farm families is
always uncertainty. Will there be
enough water? Will price of what
was, be greater than what it cost
to produce? Will the weather hurt
or help the crop?
Over the summer we started
to plan a different event. We
knew the dinner was going to
be a departure from what we
had done the last 20 plus years.
One board member, attended a
drive-up dinner in the bay area

and said it was fun and a great
meal. He thought it would work
for us. Our dinner would be drive
up. We struggled to find a way
“Our farmers are
farming. They are
doing their best
to make sure your
commodity box is
always full.”

to have our auction and raffle and
maintain the social distancing,
that would keep everyone safe.
Everyone pitched in with ideas
and extra help. Another board
member suggested that we use

our commodity boxes as a way
to raise extra funds and we set
a goal of selling 40 boxes. Each
commodity box, is filled with the
bounty of the Sacramento Valley
and this year they overflowed.
Bags of beans and rice, had
become even more important to
the general public as food supply
chains were interrupted. With the
help of Bidding Owl, we had
our live auction platform. We
even figured out a way to have
a raffle along the drive-up line.
Our motto became that of US
Marine Corps, adapt, improvise
and overcome. We thought that
maybe 100 people would show

up, but ticket sales kept climbing
and, in the end, we served the
same amount of people that we
have had for past dinners.
The line of cars became a
way to reach out and say hello
to people we missed seeing and
even though we could not sit
down together we were able to
connect. 2021 will bring new
challenges, and uncertainty. As
you drive through the Sacramento
Valley and you see the fields
being prepared for next crop, you
can be sure of one thing. Our
farmers are farming. They are
doing their best to make sure your
commodity box is always full. 

COLUSA SUBBASIN GROUNDWATER
SUSTAINABILITY PLAN
The Colusa Groundwater Authority (CGA) and Glenn Groundwater Authority (GGA) are working
together to develop a Groundwater
Sustainability Plan (GSP) for the
Colusa Subbasin. The GSP must
be submitted to the California
Department of Water Resources
by January 31, 2022 as mandated
by the Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act (SGMA). The
GSP will guide groundwater management activities in the basin for
decades to come, and Stakeholder
input is critical to a successful
plan.

We are currently looking for ideas
about potential Projects and Management Actions (PMAs) that
could be evaluated and possibly
included in the Colusa Subbasin
GSP. We have launched an online form to collect your ideas.
For those with a Google account,
you can fill the form out here:
https://forms.gle/GSsFZ2MkUgKkJdqU9
You can also find the form in Microsoft Word and PDF formats on

the CGA and GGA
websites:
• https://colusagroundwater.org/
projects/groundwater-sustainability-plan/
• https://www.
countyofglenn.
net/dept/planning-community-development-services/
water-resources/
glenn-groundwater-authority/gga0
The CGA and GGA
will also host an
online workshop
about an upcoming Well Monitoring Pilot Project on January 25,
2021 at 4:00 p.m. The purpose of
the workshop is to inform growers
and landowners about the program,
describe incentives and responsibilities for interested participants
and review the application process
and selection criteria. This voluntary, non-regulatory program will
gather information about groundwater use in the Colusa Subbasin.
It will provide participants nearreal-time access to information
on groundwater production and

groundwater levels at their wells
as a way to support their irrigation
management while also providing
valuable data to support the GSP.
Interested growers and landowners will work with the CGA and
GGA to continuously monitor
groundwater use and water levels for three years at participating
wells starting prior to the 2021
growing season.
For more information about the
Colusa Subbasin Groundwater
Sustainability Plan, please contact:

Mary Fahey
Program Manager
Colusa Groundwater Authority
mfahey@countyofcolusa.org
530-458-0719
https://colusagroundwater.org/
Lisa Hunter
Program Manager
Glenn Groundwater Authority
LHunter@countyofglenn.net
530-934-6540
https://www.countyofglenn.
net/dept/planning-communitydevelopment-services/waterresources/glenn-groundwaterauthority 

Klamath Dam Removal Plan Advances
The planned removal of four dams
on the Klamath River received a
significant boost on November 17,
2020 when Governor Gavin Newsom joined with Oregon Governor
Kate Brown, leaders of the Yurok
and Karuk Tribes and PacifiCorp
in announcing an agreement to provide additional resources and support to advance the most ambitious
salmon restoration effort in history.
The project will help reverse declines in fish populations and improve water quality.
The dam removal effort hit an
unexpected roadblock when
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)
balked at allowing the dams to
be transferred to the Klamath
River Renewal Corporation
(KRRC). FERC noted that
KRRC’s fixed budget of $450
million was likely sufficient
to carry out the project, but
expressed concern about the
possibility of cost overruns.
FERC decreed that PacifiCorp
must remain on the license for
the Lower Klamath Project,
essentially making the utility
a partner for dam removal.
But that stipulation was not
consistent with a prior agreement PacifiCorp had negotiated that removed the utility
from responsibility for dam
removal.
So the parties entered into a
Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA), committing the signatories to several actions,
including asking FERC to
remove PacifiCorp from the
license for the project and
add California, Oregon and
KRRC as co-licensees for carrying out dam removal. The
agreement also doubles available contingency funds to ad-

dress any unforeseen project costs,
and in the unlikely event that additional funds are needed beyond
that, Oregon, California and PacifiCorp will share the costs equally
to address FERC’s requirement to
ensure full funding for the project.

will now review the details of the
dam removal and landscape restoration plan.
KRRC spokesman Dave Meurer
said he viewed the deal as a win
for the environment and for agriculture.

Warren Buffett, who as Chairman Berkshire Hathaway owns
the company that owns the dams,
signed off on the deal. That provided further momentum. FERC

“In the two decades I served on the
staff of Congressman Wally Herger, I learned that the health of agriculture is directly tied to the health
of the fishery,” he said. “The three

lower dams were built without fish
ladders, and salmon numbers have
been crashing. I have spoken with
several ag leaders in the Basin who
urgently wish to see salmon numbers recover. Removing the dams
is not the entire answer for boosting fish populations, but it is a
hugely significant step. The dams
do not store any water for ag and
are not operated for flood control.
This project is a win-win.” 

Sign Up Now
California Waterfowl is now
accepting applications for the
2021 Delayed Wheat Harvest Incentive Program. This
program provides incentives
for farmers to delay
the harvest of winter wheat and other
small grains to give
wild duck nests in
their fields time to
hatch before harvest.
The 2020 pilot program was extremely
successful, attracting strong interest
from farmers and
proving to be to be a
cost-effective way to
mitigate agriculturewildlife conflict, with minimal
disturbance to both wildlife
and crops.
Incentives of $30 to $40 per
acre to delay cereal grain (e.g.
wheat, oats, triticale) harvest
until July 1-15 offset costs associated with delaying harvest.

“Based on the level of interest we generated last spring
and the positive feedback we
got from growers who participated in the 2020 pilot year,

Programs like this are key to
conservation success in the
ag-rich Sacramento Valley.
Undisturbed natural nesting
habitat is ideal for ducks, but

California Waterfowl applied
for, but did not receive, grant
funding to grow the program
in 2021, so it is seeking donations for a second year in a row
to expand the pilot
program and gather
additional data that
will demonstrate the
program’s efficacy.
h ttp s : / / w w w. c a l waterfowl.org/
applications-openfor-2021-delayedwheat-har vest-incentive-program/

I am looking forward to getting more mallards in the sky
by growing the program in
2021,” said CWA Waterfowl
Programs Supervisor Caroline
Brady.

lush stands of winter wheat are
extremely attractive to hens
looking for safe places to nest,
particularly when those fields
are located near flooded rice
or wetlands that provide ideal
habitat for rearing broods.

For more information contact;
CALIFORNIA WATERFOWL
1346 BLUE OAKS BOULEVARD
ROSEVILLE, CA 95678
PHONE (916) 648-1406
FAX (916) 648-1665 

The application deadline
is February 26.

John Eggleston
Lic. #757776

John (530) 521-7797
Jeff (530) 570-8833
OFF: (530) 898-1110
FAX: (530)893-1836
bvd@sunset.net
www.bigvalleydivers.com

• Commercial Divers Specializing in Northern &
Central California Underwater Needs
• Irrigation Districts, Powerhouse & Dam Maintenance and Repair, Clean Water
• Pump Stations, Fish Screens, Siphons
• Lake, Reservoir, Pond
• Underwater Video, Welding, R.O.V. Services
• Debris & Sediment Removal, Epoxy and Grout
P.O. Box 3284, Chico, CA 95927

Jane F. Smart, Broker/Owner
#01466891

Ph 530.921.2102
Office:
107 5th Street, Arbuckle
www.JaneSmartRealty.com

Sites Reservoir Moves Forward, Completed
Feasibility Study and Additional Funds
A report done by the Bureau
of Reclamation was released in
December put the Sites Reservoir project closer to construction. In order to receive
more federal funding, the Final
Feasibility Report for the Sites
Reservoir had to be completed.
This key milestone represents a
significant advancement for the
water storage project.
The results of that complet-

ed report were evident when
Sites Reservoir was awarded
$13.7 million in the 2021 federal spending bill, authorized
through the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation (WIIN) Act. With the passage of this legislation, Congress
has now appropriated roughly
$23.7 million in WIIN Act
funding to the Bureau of Reclamation for Sites Reservoir. “We
thank our federal partners for
their continued support of Sites
Reservoir,” said Fritz Durst,
Chairman of the Sites Project
Authority. “Our representatives
understand the importance and
significance of Sites, and these
investments help us maintain
momentum and meet critical
milestones to advance the project.”
Sites Reservoir will increase
California’s existing water supply by providing 1.5 million
acre-feet of additional storage capacity to the state during times of drought. Extensive

modeling has indicated that
Sites Reservoir performs better
and provides the most benefit to
the people and environment of
California, under the most challenging climate change scenarios. “Sites Reservoir is a unique
collaboration between local,
state and federal partners,” added Durst. “With their support,
we are on track to build an affordable, modern and sustainable water storage
project for California.”

environmental use and for California communities, farms, and
businesses when it is so desperately needed. One of Sites Reservoir’s greatest strengths is in its
broad statewide representation
including cities, counties, water

and irrigation districts throughout the Sacramento Valley, San
Joaquin Valley, Bay Area, and
Southern California.
For more information contact:
Sara M. Katz at 619-813-9551 

Sites Reservoir is
an off-stream facility that does not
dam a major river
system and would not block fish
migration or spawning. Sites
captures, and stores storm water
flows from the Sacramento River – after all other water rights
and regulatory requirements
are met – for release primarily in dry and critical years for

James J. Cox Insurance Services
• Attention To Detail • Better Coverage • Excellent Value

30 years’ experience
Specializing in farm and agribusiness
Best customer service in Northern California
Contact Jim for your free insurance evaluation
530-899-8139
jim@jamescoxinsurance.com
www.jamesjcoxinsurance.com

Jim Cox, owner

CA License No. 0594788
2055 Forest Avenue, Suite 5
Chico, Ca 95928

Dinner Sponsors

Royal Sponsor

Butte Creek Farms
Intake Screens Inc.
Garden Highway Mutual
WaterCompany
Diamond Sponsor

HDR
Rimrock Manufacturing

Platinum

McCorkle Farms, Inc
Reclamation District 108
M&T Ranch
Peterson Ranch
Umpqua Bank
Broken Box Ranch
N&S Tractor

Gold

DePue Warehouse
CA Family Foods
T & P Farms
Ca Farm Bureau Federation
Merchants Bank of Commerce
Sutter Mutual Water Company
Tri Counties Bank
MBK Engineers
J.A. Carrancho Farms

Green
Ribbon

Benden Farms
Northgate Petroleum
Siller Ponderosa Angus
Hoblit Motors
Larry Middleton
Carter Enterprises
Robert & Charlene Mayberry
Fischer Ranch
Triple S Ranch, Inc.
Marylin Erickson
Lynne Leach
Ron Mendes
Hermle Farms
Briggs Manufacturing
Hahn Farms
Richard Denison
River Garden Farms
Bar Ale
M&E Voorhees
Glenn Colusa Farm Credit
Campbell Brother Farms
Willows Hardware
Putnam Auctioneers
Professional Event Services
Alderson Ranch Supply
Snow Goose Farms
Alsco Geyer
Ron Mendes
Herme Farms
Colusa Rice
Somach, Simmons and Dunn
Jenny Mistle
California Waterfowl Association
Cockrell Ranch
Sterling May
Les Schwab
Northgate Petroleum (auction)
Glenn Colusa Cattlemens
Association
Andrew Janos

Commodity Box
Walnuts, shelled Andersen Shelling
Pistachios Setton Pistachio
Olive Oil California Olive Oil
Cranberry Beans –
Chico Brand
Walnuts in shell Lauwerijssen Farm
Deli-mix-Granzella’s
Countrywild Rice Lundburg Family Farms
Calrose Sushi Rice Sun Valley Rice
Salsa- Morning Star Farms
Calrose Rice California Family Foods
Organic Thin Stackers Lundberg Family Farms
Almonds-Lauwerijssen Farm
Fresh Fruit O’Connell Ranch
Walnuts Richard McGowan Farming
Almonds Gary Dutro Orchards
Honey-Lohman Apiaries Inc.

Effort Made to Strengthen
Water Infrastructure
A national coalition of over 200
agricultural organizations and urban and rural water districts urged
President-elect Joe Biden and
congressional leadership today
to address aging Western water
infrastructure in any potential infrastructure or economic recovery
package.
The coalition includes organizations from 15 states that collectively represent $120 billion in
agricultural production, nearly
one-third of all agricultural production in the country, and tens of
millions of urban and rural water
users.
In separate letters to Presidentelect Biden and congressional
leaders, the coalition said existing
Western water infrastructure is in
desperate need of rehabilitation
and improvement. Most of the
federal water projects in the West
were built more than 50 years
ago and were not designed with
the present and future population

demands and climate conditions
in mind. Without immediate attention, the coalition said, the
Western water system will quickly prove inadequate to meet the
needs of urban and rural users and
the environment.
The coalition encouraged the federal government to invest in a diversified water management portfolio that enhances water supply
and quality for urban and environmental uses while keeping water
flowing to Western farms. Specific recommendations include
funding for:
• Water conservation.
• Water recycling, reuse and
desalination projects.
• New water storage facilities, both surface and groundwater.
• Watershed management,
fish passage and recovery, and
habitat restoration.
• Federal financing mechanisms for water projects.
• Loans for local districts op-

erating and maintaining federally
owned irrigation projects.
• Water quality improvement
for rural communities.
Beyond financial support, the coalition also called on the federal
government to ensure the timely
construction of water projects by
streamlining the regulation and
permitting processes.
“While many think of infrastructure in terms of highways, bridges
and other transportation facilities,
there is an equally compelling
need for federal investment in water infrastructure across the West.
Meaningful and timely federal
investment in water infrastructure, along with a regulatory system that prioritizes efficiency and
completion of projects, is necessary to preserve our farms and
strengthen our rural communities
in the West,” said Western Growers President and CEO Dave Puglia.

WEST BUTTE REALTY
Proudly Serving The North Valley For Over 30 Years
Call us for any agricultural, residential, and commercial real estate needs.
We are here to serve you, our customers.
550 Market Street
Colusa, CA 95932
(530) 458-7788 Office
(530) 458-2301 FAX
www.westbutterealty.net
mmorrisc21@yahoo.com

Your Satisfaction Is Our Goal.

Margie Reynoso
Melvina Tarr
Penny Holt
Adrienne Morris & Mark Morris - Owners
ng
supporti
Proudly ter Alliance
Wa
Family e 2008
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“Federal investment in water
projects will bring widespread
benefits to the environment and
throughout the American economy, and will provide jobs, both in
rural communities throughout the
West and in communities across
the country where the equipment
and materials for the projects
would be produced,” California
Farm Bureau President Jamie Johansson said.
“Water is the lifeblood of the
West. Without reliable and affordable water supplies, every sector
of our economy would suffer –
from agriculture, to manufacturing and high-tech, to local community needs. As Congress and
President-elect Biden considers
an infrastructure stimulus package, it is of paramount importance
that maintenance, rehabilitation
and development of water infrastructure is a high priority,” said
Family Farm Alliance Executive
Director Dan Keppen.
“A reliable water supply is a frontline defense in the effort to prevent the spread of COVID-19. It is
also a cornerstone of our nation’s
economy and the environment.
Investing in water infrastructure
will jumpstart the economy with
jobs and provide sustained economic activity by allowing farms,
industry and communities to grow
and thrive,” stated National Water
Resources Association Executive
Vice President Ian Lyle.
“For the well-being of the people
of this country and our nation’s
economy, we stand together in
calling for our leaders in Washington, D.C. to join us as partners
in making the essential investments in our aging water infrastructure across America that are
so long overdue,” Association of
California Water Agencies Executive Director Dave Eggerton
said. 
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w

43rd Fish Screen Project
Family Water Alliance is finishing up our 43rd fish screen project at Garden Highway Mutual
Water Company (GHMWC)
diversion on the Feather River.

The fish screen allows GHMWC to divert water from the
Feather River, without harming the fisheries. The project
was funded by a grant from the
California Fish and Wildlife,
the Bureau of Reclamation and
funds contributed by the landowner. This project has been
in the planning phases for over
a decade and the permitting
for the project took two years.
The fish screen contractor Intake Screens, Inc. has designed
and built almost all of the projects for Family Water Alliance
and is considered one of the
leading experts in the world
on fish screens. This project
included widening the channel
for the water and also included
the addition of a fish guidance
system to further enhance fisheries protection. 

FWA would like to thank all
of our partners on this project.
We look forward to completing
the biological monitoring on
this project over the next
irrigation season.

Family Farm Alliance
Plans Virtual Event
We hope you will join the Family Farm Alliance (virtually, that
is) on February 18-19, 2021, to
learn how Western agricultural
water users are working with
their communities, federal and
state governments, investors
and NGOs to shore up their water reliability.

certainty that surrounds us during this difficult time, the board
decided it was not in the best interest of our attendees to move
forward with an on-location
event,” said Alliance President
Patrick O’Toole, who operates a
sheep and cattle ranch in Wyoming.

The 2021 Family Farm Alliance annual conference originally scheduled to be held in
Reno (NEVADA) at that time
will now be a virtual event, conducted via a ZOOM meeting
platform. This decision by the
Alliance board of directors was
made after careful consideration
of all options.

The 2021 conference will consist of two morning ZOOM
sessions planned for Thursday,
February 18 and Friday, February 19. The 30-minute 2021 annual ZOOM meeting is scheduled for members only on noon
(Pacific) on February 18th.

“With the global COVID pandemic, and the associated un-

“We’re really trying once again
to infuse some bipartisanship
into this year’s conference,”
said Alliance Executive Direc-

tor Dan Keppen “We are constantly looking for creative and
visionary approaches to resolving the difficult issues we face.
This year’s virtual conference is
intended to reflect that philosophy.”
The 2021 conference theme is
“Bridge Over Troubled Water”.
U.S. Senator John Barrasso
(R-WY) and current Bureau
of Reclamation Commissioner
Brenda Burman will both deliver keynote addresses, and the
Alliance has also invited Senator Michael Bennet (D-CO) to
do the same. Rep. Jim Costa
(D-CA) and Rep. Dan Newhouse (R-WA) have confirmed
to speak, as well.
“We are also working on bring-

ing in a high-ranking official
from the Biden Administration
in, after the January 20 inauguration.” said Mr. Keppen.
The Environmental Defense
Fund is working with the Alliance on a panel that will feature
upper echelon players involved
with the Food and Agriculture
Climate Alliance (FACA). The
Family Water Alliance is organizing a panel of experts who
will provide updates on pressing Western wildlife and forest
health issues.
Family Water Alliance, Inc executive Nadine Bailey is working on a panel that will bring
together experts to discuss the
history and impacts of fire on
Western watersheds and what
can be done to keep future fire
seasons from devastating our
watersheds.

530-870-2837

The program will also feature
some old Alliance conference
traditions, including the Bureau
of Reclamation Roundtable
(with all 5 regional directors
and reps from the Commissioner’s office) and the Capitol Hill
Update, which features majority and minority staffers from
key Senate and House water
committees.

1108 MARKET ST.
COLUSA, CA 95932
530-458-3803

More information - including
registration and sponsorship
opportunities, and a program
agenda- are being developed
and will be shared with Alliance
membership and the public in
the coming weeks. 

24 HOUR

ON-THE-FARM SERVICE

DEDICATED MOBILE NUMBER

WEST'S LARGEST SELECTION OF FARM TIRES IN STOCK • WE SELL & INSTALL TRACKS

Gambiling On Water,
What Are The Odds?
At the end of the HBO movie,
The Big Short there a scene
where Dr. Michael Burry, one
of the first people to discover
the subprime mortgage crisis, is
sending an email to his clients to
tell them he is shutting down the
fund that made them all millions.
Then there is a postscript about
what happened to one of the
first people to discover the crisis brewing with the sub-prime
mortgage industry. Dr. Burry
was going back to California to
look at new investment opportunities. What was Dr. Burry
going to explore after making
millions shorting the sub-prime
mortgage industry? Water!
Both the New York Times and
the LA Times, ran long stories
this month to explain the new
market of water futures. The
interest in water trading was
brought on by the creation of a
water futures market on December 7, 2020 by the group Vales
Water. The NYT article concentrates on the Colorado watershed and the impacts of urban
growth and drought. For the last
100 years water in the Colorado
basin has been governed by the
Colorado River Compact and
now that compact and water usage is being revisited. The LA
time focuses on the complex
laws and past attempts by people to gamble on California Water, and how that could impact
this new water market. Both articles are worth taking the time
to read. https://www.latimes.
com/business/story/2021-01-03/
wall-street-california-waterfutures, https://www.nytimes.
com/2021/01/03/business/colorado-river-water-rights.html

“Paying farmers to go away is
the heart of water exchange.”
Says the New York Times article. The concept, of water
sales, has been used for years to
lessen the impact of drought, but
the new efforts to sell water as a
commodity would allow investors to buy and store water within existing water infrastructure.
Many investors feel that water
is an undervalued resource that
because it is undervalued is being wasted. Companies holding
under-valued assets is what allowed hedge funds in the 1990s
to look at timber companies like
Pacific Lumber and force them
into hostile takeovers. Pacific
Lumber had underestimated the
amount of timber on the land
they owned, and they also had
a large pension fund. The takeover of Pacific Lumber was the
beginning of years of environmental and legal fights that left
the once community minded
company a shell of what it once
was.

These are concerns voiced by
Professor Jesse Dizard, Center
for Water and the Environment
CSU Chico, in his series of films
about water usage in California,
that the “Buy and Dry” that is
happening in other regions and
will happen here.
Both articles look at water sales
in California. There is uncertainty to the legality of these types
of water buys, in this state due to
the complex nature of California
water law. The LA Times raises
the question in one of their many
interviews “There’s a legal question whether these water rights
are property rights rather than
use rights,” says Peter Gleick,

co-founder and president emeritus of the Pacific Institute, a water policy organization…
“I’m not sure where the fight is
going to end up between the existing water rights situation and
those who want to turn it into a
market,” Gleick says. In California at the moment, he says, “the
water rights system doesn’t permit large scale trading.”
There is uncertainty in this new
water market, and the question
that remains unanswered is trading farm water for urban uses,
worth the loss of a secure food
supply and the disruption of rural economies? 

Some people see these new investments as way for water
districts and farms to pay for
needed infrastructure improvements. Others see this as a slippery slope that will leave farms
without water as the price for
farm water becomes unafford“Paying farmers to go away is the
heart of water exchange.”

able. Water also has an impact
on rural counties that depend on
the multiplier of farm commodities, a 7 to 1 ratio that fuels rural
economies and would disappear,
if water is taken off of the land.

THANK YOU to all the people you supporfted
the drive -thru dinner

Family Water Alliance, Inc.
2963 Davison Court, Suite A;
Colusa, CA 95932
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CONTACT US
2963 Davison Court,
Suite A
Colusa, CA 95932
(530) 438-2026
e-mail: fwa@frontiernet.net
www.familywateralliance.com
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